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AVSA Information 


FOR CONDUCTING BUSINESS WITH YOUR SOCIETY 


For accurate service, send your inquiries to the correct person. 


Always include your name and address. 


@ AVSA Business 

*AVSA Office Address: AVSA, P.O. Box 22417, 

Beaumont, TX 77720 

*Office Manager: Amy Carruth (844) 400-AVSA (2872); 
(409) 839-4725; Fax (409) 839-4329. 

Email: avsa@earthlink.net. 

Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. CT. 

*Official Correspondence: AVSA Secretary, P.O. Box 22417, 
Beaumont, TX 77720. Email: secretary@avsa.org. 


& Membership and Affiliates 

*New or Renewal Membership: Membership application 
available on page 55 of this issue or at www.africanviolet 
societyofamerica.org/participate/membership. Send 
check payable to AVSA in U.S. dollars from a U.S. bank; 
VISA or Mastercard for new or renewable membership to 
AVSA Office; or pay online. 

*Change of Address: Send new address to AVSA Office 

at least 30 days before it is to take effect, along with 

old address. 

*Membership Cards: Sent to Associate Members. 
Renewing members receive card on white protective 
cover of AVM. 

*Membership Committee: Send ideas, offers to help and 
requests for assistance to Stephen Covolo-Hudson. 
Email: membership@avsa.org. 

*Affiliate Committee: For information on how to organize 


a chapter, write Mary Thompson. Email: affiliate@avsa.org. 


Hf Shows and Judges 

*Shows and Judges Committee: Mary Corondan. 

Email: judges@avsa.org. 

*Show Schedule Approval: For information on Shows, 
AVSA Awards and approving schedules, email Susan 
Anderson at showschedule@avsa.org and attach a copy 
of your show schedule. 

*Order AVSA Rosettes: SSA Packet with no rosettes $5. 
Orders for rosettes must be specific as to which is 
needed — standard, species, mini-semi; they can be 
mixed color and size, all same price. All rosettes are 
$12.00 each, added to price of SSA packet. 


Bf African Violet Magazine 

*AVM Editor: Sophia Bennett, P.O. Box 22417, Beaumont, 
TX 77720. Email: editor@avsa.org. 

*Copyright: Copyrighted 2023, The African Violet Society 
of America, Inc., all rights reserved. Reproduction, in 
whole or in part, in any form or by any means, electronic 
or mechanical, without permission is prohibited. All 
articles are property of AVSA and must not be reprinted 
without Editor’s permission. 

*Publication Deadlines: Jan. issue: Nov. 1; Mar. issue: 
Jan. 1; May issue: Mar. 1; July issue: May 1; Sept. issue: 
July 1; Nov. issue: Sept. 1. 

*Articles, Columns and Memorials: Send to Editor by 
publication deadline. 

*Coming Events: Send to Editor or fill out event form 

on www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org by 
publication deadline. 

*Advertising Rates and Information: Richard Craft, Chair. 
Email: advertising@avsa.org. Send advertising to Chair 
by publication deadline. 

*Back Issues: Complete your set now. Request price list 
of available issues from AVSA Office. Send SASE for list 
or download from the AVSA Store. 


Hf International Registrar 

Plant Registration: Dr. Jeff Smith. 

Email: registration@avsa.org. 

*Master Varieties List (AMVL) & Supplements: Download 
from AVSA website or order from AVSA office for $2. 
Orders in writing only. Send any correction and/or 
description of new cultivars with hybridizer’s name to 
Joe Bruns. 

*Research: Send suggested projects for scientific 
research or names of interested, qualified, 

potential research personnel to Dr. Jeff Smith. 
Email: research@avsa.org. 

*AVSA Scholarship Program: Dr. Charles Ramser. 
Email: scholarship@avsa.org. 


@ AVSA Convention 
*Convention: Kathy Lahti, Convention Chair. 


* Judging School: To register a judging school, send request 
to Ruth Loomis. Email: ruthloomis@msn.com. A registration 
fee of $15 is required and should be sent to the AVSA Office. 
*Judges’ Duplicate Cards: Send self-addressed, stamped 
envelope to Mary Corondan, 434 Plumwood Way, 

Fairview, TX 75069. Email: judges@avsa.org. 


Bf AVSA Fundraising 

*Fundraising: Randy G. Deutsch, Chair. 

Email: fundraising@avsa.org. 

*Funds: Booster Donations, Boyce Edens Research 
Fund, Barbara Burde Endowment Fund, Anne & Frank 
Tinari Endowment Fund. 

*Payment: Contribute through the website or mail to 
AVSA Office; please designate fund. 


Email: convention@avsa.org. 

*2024 Convention: April 21-28, DoubleTree Phoenix 
Tempe Hotel, Phoenix, Arizona. 

*Future Dates: If interested in sponsoring a national 
convention in your area, contact Convention Chair. 
*Convention Programs: Send special requests for 
workshop programs or interesting speakers to 
Convention Chair. 

*Convention Awards: Send suggestions to Terri Post. 
Email: awards@avsa.org. Send contributions to 
AVSA Office. 

«Commercial Activities, Sales and Exhibits: For 
information on convention entries or sales room, 
contact Kathy Bell. Email: commercials@avsa.org. 


Join, renew and learn more at www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org 
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Every attempt is made to keep 
articles technically correct. Since the 
growing of fine African violets can be 
achieved in many ways, the methods 
and opinions expressed by writers are 
their own and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinion of AVSA. 
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The holidays are over, and it is time to 
begin preparing violets for spring shows. Make 
plans to attend the convention in Phoenix, 
Spirit of the Southwest, from April 21 to 28. 
The convention chairs, Candace Baldwin and 
Joyce Stork, and show chairs, Susan Anderson 
and Bill Patterson, have a fantastic event lined 
up. Visit the AVSA website at www.african 
violetsocietyofamerica.org to check out the 
tours, programs and banquets. Then complete 
your registration early and receive a discount. 


My sincere thanks to Bill Patterson and the 
Virtual Circle Committee for such an informa- 
tive and educational program. Kathy Lahti 
shared many tips and techniques in her 
“Preparing for Show” Zoom program. The con- 
vention committee’s preview of the Phoenix 
convention promises to be an exciting prelude 
to the event. 


Beginning with this issue, the prices of both 
AVSA memberships and merchandise are 
being increased. The last time AVSA raised 
dues was fall 2013, so this is long overdue. 
This is necessary to continue operating, so we 
appreciate your understanding. 


Occasionally, email addresses that end in 
“@avsa.org” have not been functioning prop- 
erly. The TechWeb Committee is working to 
remedy this situation. If you do not receive 
a timely response, we recommend that you 
ask for verification that your email has 
been received. Unfortunately, an autoreply 
does not necessarily indicate that. Please 


President’s Message 
By Mary Corondan 


Email: president @avsa.org 


contact Office Manager Amy Carruth if you 
don’t receive a prompt response. 


Continue promoting the membership drive 
through December 2024. Here is the synopsis: 
eNew members receive $10 off an order from 
the AVSA Store (excluding 2024 products). 
eWith a three-year renewal, current members 
receive $10 off an order from the AVSA Store 
(excluding 2024 products). 

eMembers who refer 10 or more new members 
will receive a check in the amount of $1 for 
each new member referral. 

eThis promotion ends December 31, 2024. 


Hand out membership forms at meetings and 
sales. Strive for 100% AVSA membership in 
your local club. Put membership forms near 
the cash register at your local garden centers. 
Give a handful of forms to one of your Master 
Gardener friends so they can promote AVSA at 
their next meeting. Give gift memberships. 
That is how | received my AVSA membership. 


An AVSA Booster donation is a wonderful way 
to keep AVSA going strong. AVSA is a 501(c)3 
organization. We need your support. 


Our motto over the next two years is to inspire 
others. You can do that in so many ways. 
Inspire others to grow violets, show violets, 
cultivate violet friendships, attend conven- 
tions, recruit new members and donate to one 
of the various AVSA funds. Continuously men- 
tor new members. Most of all, have fun doing 
all of these. By sharing our hobby with others, 
we spread the beauty and wonder of violets. 
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SV-Gorod Zapoliarnyi 


2023 New Introduction 
Hybridized by: O. Emelianova 
Trailer 
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Photo credit: Olga Emelianova 
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Seeking Applicants for the 
AVSA College Scholarship 


By Dr. Charles Ramser 


Email: scholarship @ avsa.org 


For more than 20 years, the African Violet 
Society of America (AVSA) has offered a col- 
lege scholarship program for students — 
undergraduate and graduate — who are 
studying ornamental horticulture, floriculture, 
plant genetics, botany or an equivalent pro- 
gram in an accredited college or university. 
The award is funded through the AVSA Boyce 
Edens Research Fund. Dependent upon fund 
availability at award time, one or possibly two 
students are selected annually. The award is 
generally offered for one academic year — two 
semesters — at a time. Awardees may apply 
in successive years but will be in competition 
with new applicants. 


Prior to application, students normally must 
have completed a minimum of 24 semester- 
or quarter-hour college credits while main- 
taining at least a “B” average. Awards are 
based upon merit. 


The application form is available on the 
AVSA website or by requesting a copy 
through the AVSA office. The completed form 
shall be submitted via standard mail, along 
with an official transcript and two pro- 
fessor recommendations, to the Scholarship 
Selection Committee by March 1 for the 
2024-25 academic year. 


AVSA remains dedicated to, and encourages 
enthusiastically, the recognition and advance- 
ment of horticultural and related study at the 
college level. 


Send application, official transcript and 
two faculty recommendations to: 
Dr. Charles Ramser 
2413 Martin St. 
Wichita Falls, TX 76308 


Reminder: Submitting Events to African Violet Magazine 


African Violet Magazine is pleased to 
offer a list of upcoming shows and sales 
organized by member clubs in each issue. 
If you would like your event listed, please 
use the form on the AVSA website. To 
find the form, click the Participate tab, 
then Events. On the right side of the event 


page, click the text that says Add An 
Event. Once the form is submitted, your 
event will also be included on the web- 
site. Please note that if you do not use 
this form, we are more likely to miss your 
event and not include it in the event 
listing. 
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| Coming Events 


Check the AVSA Events page, search the 
local club on Facebook or contact the orga- 
nizers listed below for the latest information 
on these events. 
™ February 2-3 — Florida 
First Lakeland African Violet Council 
“Buzzin’ Around Violets” Show and Sale 
Christ Lutheran Church 
2715 Lakeland Hills Blvd. 

Lakeland, FL 

Friday: Noon-4 p.m. 

Saturday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Mary Jane DiLorenzo: Mjdilo92@gmail.com 


™ February 23-24 — Florida 

Tampa African Violet Society 

“Art & African Violets Through the Ages” 
Temple Terrace United Methodist Church 
5030 E. Busch Blvd. 

Tampa, FL 

Friday-Saturday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Mary Beth Bryant: 
thebryants333713@gmail.com 


® March 1-3 — California 

Central California African Violet Society 
“Violets Read Arabian Nights” Plant Sale 
Fresno Fairgrounds 

1121 S. Chance Ave. 

Fresno, CA 

Friday-Sunday: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Teri Watkins: watkins2176@sbcglobal.net 


® March 2-3 — Texas 

Spring Branch African Violet Club 
“Violets — A Work of Art” Show and Sale 
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center 
2020 Herman Dr. 

Houston, TX 

Saturday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Sunday: 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 


® March 15-16 — Texas 

First African Violet Society of Denton 
“African Violets Take Over the World” 
Show and Sale 

First Presbyterian Church 

1114 West University 

Erwin Hall 

Denton, TX 

Friday: 1-4 p.m. 

Saturday: 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

Janet Castiglione: jmcvioletcas@gmail.com 


® March 16 — Missouri 

Sho-Me African Violet Club 

“24 Sho-Me More” Show and Sale 
Jacob L. Loose Garden Center 

5200 Pennsylvania Ave. 

Kansas City, MO 

Saturday: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Lynn Canning: lcanning@sbcglobal.net 


® March 23 — Delaware 

Delaware African Violet and Gesneriad Society 
Display and Plant Sale 

Boscovs Department Store 

Route 273 Christiana Town Center 

Christiana, DE 

Saturday: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Bobbie LaFashia: rlafash@comcast.net 


® April 5-6 — Minnesota 

African Violet Society of Minnesota 
Spring Show and Sale 

Northtown Mall 

398 Northtown Dr. 

Blaine, MN 

Friday: 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Saturday: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Randy G. Deutsch: rcjsch@prodigy.net 
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® April 5-6 — Texas 

Moonlight African Violet and Gesneriad Society 
Spring Plant Sale 

Fort Worth Botanic Garden-In the Grove 

3220 Botanic Garden Blvd. 

Fort Worth, TX 

Friday: 2-6 p.m. 

Saturday: 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Bonnie Harris: 
bonnieharris1578@hotmail.com 


® April 5-7 — Virginia 

Richmond African Violet Society 
“Ready, Set, Go Violets” Show and Sale 
Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden 

1800 Lakeside Ave. 

Richmond, VA 

Friday: 1-5 p.m. 

Saturday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Sunday: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Sharon Long: slong15781@aol.com 


® April 6 — Connecticut 

Windsor African Violet Society 

Annual Show and Sale 

Grace Episcopal Church 

311 Broad St. 

Windsor, CT 

Saturday: 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

Joyce Dickey: joycedickey@yahoo.com 


® April 12-13 — Tennessee 

Memphis African Violet Society 

Spring Show and Sale 

Central Christian Church 

531 S. McLean Blvd. 

Memphis, TN 

Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Saturday: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Geneva Stagg: Geneva.stagg@gmail.com 


® April 13 — New Jersey 

African Violet Club of Burlington County 
Annual Judged Show and Sale 
Burlington County Lyceum of 

History and Natural Sciences 

307 High St. 

Mount Holly, NJ 

Saturday: Noon-5 p.m. 

Sandra Skalski: sskalski@comcast.net 
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® April 27-28 — Virginia 

Tidewater African Violet Society 

“Violets Under the Stars” Show and Sale 
Norfolk Botanical Gardens 

6700 Azalea Garden Rd. 

Norfolk, VA 

Saturday: 1-5 p.m. 

Sunday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Pat Knight: kemts@cox.net 


® May 3-4 — Pennsylvania 

African Violet Society of Springfield PA 
“Diamonds are a Violet’s Best Friend” 
Show and Sale 

Marple Township Municipal Building 
227 S. Sproul Rd. 

Broomall, PA 

Friday: 1-4:30 p.m. 

Saturday: 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Lisa Bradley: icollect56@aol.com 


™ May 4 — Texas 

Moonlight African Violet and Gesneriad Society 
African Violet Display and Plant Sale 

Fort Worth Botanic Garden 

3220 Botanic Garden Blvd. 

Fort Worth, TX 

Saturday: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Bonnie Harris: 
bonnieharris1578@hotmail.com 


™ May 4-5 — New York 

AVGSS of Syracuse, New York 

“Violets Around Town” Show and Sale 
Beaver Lake Nature Center 

8477 E. Mud Lake Rd. 

Saturday: 1-6 p.m. 

Sunday: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Penny Moore: penny.Moore.bs@gmail.com 


™ May 4-5 — Wisconsin 

Oshkosh Violet Society 

African Violet Show and Sale 

St. Jude the Apostle Church Hall 

531 Knapp St. 

Oshkosh, WI 

Saturday: 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Sunday: 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Kevin Degner: kevindegner7@yahoo.com 
Doug Kindschuh: dougsoasis@gmail.com 


Award-Winning Plants from the 
2023 AVSA Convention 


By Sophia Bennett 


Email: editor @avsa.org 


Enjoy our continuing series on award-win- 2023 AVSA Convention show. All photos by 
ning African violets of various sizes from the Winston J. Goretsky. 


2nd Best AVSA 
Collection - Standards 
Pink Energy 


Hybridized by: R. Nadeau 
Grown by: Michael Jackson 
Standard 


Best New Cultivar 
(Commercial) 
Sport of Yukako 


Grown by: Linda Rowe 
Standard 
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Best in Class 
Mag’s Cher Amour 


Hybridized by: M. Farrand 
Grown by: Marge Farrand 
Standard 


Best in Class - 
Seedlings and 
New Cultivars 


Kev’s Spring Tulip 
Hybridized by: K. Degner 
Grown by: Kevin Degner 
Standard 


N-Angel Moi 


Hybridized by: N. Berdnikova 
Grown by: Marge Farrand 
Miniature 
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Carolina Airosa 


Hybridized by: Abplanalp 
Grown by: Minh Bui 
Standard 


Cajun’s Hot To Trot 


Hybridized by: B. Thibodeaux 
Grown by: Karen Buchanan 
Standard 


SM-Taneta Galaktiki 


Grown by: Marge Farrand 
Standard 
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H Sam Cunningham — Houston, TX 
Sam’s Bayou Baby Bats 

(11399) 9/29/2023 e(S. Cunningham) 
eSingle sticktite purple and magenta 
mottled wasp. 

e Dark green, hairy/red bustle back. 

e Miniature. 


Sam’s Bunny Blanc 

(11400) 9/29/2023 e(S. Cunningham) 
Single white sticktite recurved bell 
pansy/pink eye, variable green edge. 
eVariegated medium green and white, 
plain, heart-shaped, pointed, glossy. 
eSemiminiature. 


Jerry VandeBerg — Madison, WI 


Vande’s Zee-Gee’s Delights 

e(11401) 10/1/2023 e(J. VandeBerg) 
eSemidouble chimera white large ruffled 
star/pink to lavender stripe, darker center, 
blue fantasy overlay. 

eDark green, pointed, quilted, serrated. 

e Standard. 


t 7 frican 


Violet 
Society of 


Registration Report 
By Dr. Jeff Smith 


Email: registration @ avsa.org 


@ Belinda Thibodeaux — Patterson, LA 
Cajun’s Oh My Darling 

(11402) 10/18/2023 e(B. Thibodeaux) 
eSingle-semidouble lavender pansy/white 
puff fantasy, thin dark purple edge. 
eVariegated medium green, cream and 
pink, plain, quilted/red back. 

eStandard. 


Cajun’s Yeah Baby! 

(11403) 10/18/2023 e(B. Thibodeaux) 
eSemidouble-double dark blue star/pink puff 
and streak fantasy. 

eVariegated medium green, cream and 

pink, plain, serrated, quilted/red back. 
Standard. 


JOIN TODAY! 


Learn more at 


afxi anviolBtsocietyofamerica.org 


(409) 839-4725 
P.O. Box 22417 
Beaumont, TX 77720 
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B African Violet Club of Greater 
Atlanta, GA — Winners: 

eBest AVSA Standard Collection: Steffano’s 
Early Frost, Rose Bouquet, Bob Serbin; 
Best Miniature: N-Podsnezhnik; Best 
Gesneriad: Columnea ‘Bold Adventure’; 
Horticulture Sweepstakes, Design Sweep- 
stakes, Johnnie Berry. 

e Best in Show/Best Standard: Hunter’s 
Kashmir; Best Semiminiature: Mac’s Sublime, 
Sue Myers. 

Best Trailer: Biscayne Trail, Maurine Flynn. 
e Best Species: S. 5h clone rupicolus, 

Vicki Schawo. 

Best Design: Phillis Hinkle. 


B African Violet Club of Greater 

Kansas City, MO — Winners: 

e Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Rob’s Fuddy 
Duddy, Definitely Darryl, Cajun’s Lil Sprinkles; 
Best in Show/Best Semiminiature: Cajun’s Lil 
Sprinkles; 2nd Best in Show/Best Standard: 
Blue Dragon; Best Miniature: LC’s Crinkle 
Pink; Best Trailer: Pink Star Lou; Horticulture 
Sweepstakes, Lynn Canning. 

e Best Gesneriad:xSmithicodonia ‘Elizabeth’, 
Wilma Wolverton. 

Best Design; Design Sweepstakes, 

Cheryl Graan. 


Central Arkansas AVS — Winners: 

e Best AVSA Standard Collection: Nancy 
Reagan, Aca’s Raspberry Rapture, Hunter’s 
Kashmir; 2nd Best in Show/Best Standard: 
Nancy Reagan, Alice Brown. 

e Best AVSA Species Collection: S. teitensis, 
S. 5c1 ionanthus ssp. ionanthus v. ionanthus, 
S. 5c2 clone diplotrichus Parker; S. 5c1 
ionanthus ssp. ionanthus v. ionanthus, 

Kim Halbert. 


And the Winners Are... 


By Mary Corondan 


Email: winners @avsa.org 


eBest in Show/Best Trailer: Ramblin’ Lace; 
Best Semiminiature: Cajun’s Lil Ooh La La; 
Best Miniature: Precious Red; Horticulture 
Sweepstakes, Diane Riley. 

eBest Gesneriad: Episcia ‘Chocolate Cream’, 
Debbie Tait. 

Best Design, Design Sweepstakes, 

Betty Ferguson. 


@ Lone Star African Violet 

Council, TX — Winners: 

eBest AVSA Standard Collection: Cajun’s 
Freckleface Kid, Buckeye Nostalgia, Cajun’s 
Hot Expectations; Best AVSA Mini/Semi 
Collection: Jazz Bouquet, Eternal Orbit, 
Rob’s Inner Orbit; 2nd Best in Show/ 

Best Standard: Buckeye Cranberry Sparkler; 
Best Semiminiature: Eternal Orbit, 

Wayne Geeslin. 

e2nd Best AVSA Standard Collection: Kansas 
City Barbecue, Hunter’s Blue Northern, 
Hunter’s Kashmir; Best AVSA Species 
Collection: S. 5c1 clone ionanthus, S. 5f 
clone orbicularis var. purpurea, S. 5h clone 
rupicolus; Best Species: S. 5c1 clone 
ionanthus; Best Species: S. 5c1 clone 
jonanthus; Horticulture Sweepstakes, 

Mary Corondan. 

e Best in Show/Best Miniature: Windsome, 
Anna Lammersen. 

e Best Trailer: Hunter’s Profusion, Ann Athey. 
e Best Gesneriad: Aeschynanthus sp. ‘Thailand’, 
Dolores Gibbs. 

e Best Design; Design Sweepstakes, 

Elmer Godeny. 
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Bi Missouri Valley African Violet 
Council, MO — Winners: 

eBest AVSA Standard Collection: Annabelle, 
Austin’s Smile, King David; Best in Show/ 
Best Standard: Annabelle; 2nd Best in Show: 
Buckeye Blue Indigo; Best Gesneriad: 
Columnea ‘Aladdin’s Lamp’; Horticulture 
Sweepstakes, Carol Tjaden. 

e Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Rob’s Fuddy 
Duddy, Jolly Fire, Jolly Butterfly; Best Design, 
Linda Sumski. 

e Best Miniature: Persian Prince; Best Species: 
S. 3 clone shumensis, Scott Evans. 

e Best Trailer: Brazos Bell, Linda Hall. 

e Design Sweepstakes, Fran Russom. 


@ NASA African Violet 

Society, TX — Winners: 

eBest AVSA Standard Collection: Buckeye 
Concord Grape, Buckeye Everlasting, Hunter’s 
Slippery When Wet; Best in Show/Best 
Standard: Hunter’s Kashmir, Keitha Glaves. 
e2nd Best AVSA Standard Collection: Cajun’s 
Cotton Candy, Cajun’s Gilded Strawberry, 
Ness’ Candy Pink; Horticulture Sweepstakes, 
Jean Taylor. 

e Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Honey Blue 
Ace, Jolly Orchid, Rob’s Chilly Willy; Best AVSA 
Species Collection: S. 5b clone grotei Silvert, 
S. 5c1 clone tongwensis, S. 5h clone rupicolus; 
Best Miniature: Wesley’s Pixie Parade; Best 
Species: S. 5h clone rupicolus; Best Design; 
Design Sweepstakes, Dianne Duggan. 

e 2nd Best in Show/Best Semiminiature: 
Hunter’s Blizzard, Charlie Caputo. 

Best Trailer: RS-Zimnyi Tsvetok, 

Yvonne Barineau. 

Best Gesneriad: Sinningia ‘Sim Sim Honey 
Peach’, Kaki York. 


@ North Star African Violet 

Council, MN — Winners: 

eBest AVSA Standard Collection: Buckeye 
Cranberry Sparkler, Rebel’s Rose Bud, Cajun’s 
Insanity; Best Standard: Cajun’s Insanity; 
Best Gesneriad: Primulina dryas latifolia 
‘Dwarf’; Horticulture Sweepstakes, 

Gail Podany. 

eBest AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Ness’ Satin 
Rose, Thunder Surprise, Rob’s Ooey Gooey; 
Best in Show/Best Semiminiature: Ness’ Satin 


African Violet Magazine e January-February 2024 


Rose; Best Trailer: Rob’s Galiwinku; Best 
Species: S. 5a clone grandifolius No. 237, 
Carol Semrau. 

Best Design, Jinean Schofield. 

eDesign Sweepstakes, Barbara Werness and 
Randy G. Deutsch (tie). 


B Ohio State African Violet 

Society, OH — Winners: 

eBest AVSA Standard Collection: Buckeye 
Cranberry Sparkler, Carolina Elegant Affair, 
Hunter’s Kashmir; Best Standard: Hunter’s 
Kashmir, Marge Farrand. 

eBest AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Optimara 
Little Moonstone; Mac’s Kismet’s Knight, 
Jolly Orchid, Penny Wichman. 

eBest Semiminiature: Irish Angel; 

Best Miniature: Jolly Sailor, Cathy Willis. 
eBest Trailer, Milky Way Trail, Pat Gibson. 
eBest Species: S. teitensis, Paul Kroll. 
eBest Gesneriad: Aeschynanthus ‘Big Apple’, 
Paul Sorano. 


B® Wisconsin Council of African 

Violet Clubs, WI - Winners: 

eBest AVSA Standard Collection: Buckeye 
Happiness Is, Buckeye Nostalgia, Carolina 
Elegant Affair; Best AVSA Mini/Semi 
Collection: Jolly Orchid, Hunter’s Whitetail 
Fawn, Windsome; 2nd Best in Show/ 

Best Semiminiature: Cajun’s Lil Sprinkles; 
Best Standard: Buckeye Scrumptious; Best 
Miniature; Jolly Orchid, Jerry VandeBerg. 
e2nd Best AVSA Standard Collection: 

Pink Satin Pillow, The Alps, Ma’s Hickie; 
2nd Best AVSA Mini/Semi Collection: Rob’s 
Combustible Pigeon, Hector, Jolly Treasure; 
Best AVSA Species Collection: S. 5c2 clone 
diplotrichus Punter #6, S. 5c1 clone 
ionanthus, S. 5i clone velutinus lite; Best in 
Show/Best Species: S. 5c2 clone diplotrichus 
Punter #6; Best Trailer: Foxwood Trail; 
Best Gesneriad: Sinningia ‘Ozark Rosy 
Cheeks’; Horticulture Sweepstakes, 

Kevin Degner. 

e2nd Best AVSA Species Collection: S. 5b 
clone confusa Mather E, S. 5f clone 
orbicularis var. purpurea, S. 5b clone 
Silvert, Marty Anderson. 

eBest Design; Design Sweepstakes, 

Mary Shellman. 
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Many of you are now preparing your plants 
for spring shows. It is an opportune time to 
do this when you are passing the time indoors 
in January. 


There has been confusion regarding the 
information in the Shows and Judges column 
in the September/October issue of the AVM 
in reference to the Unusual and Novelty 
African violet class. The Unusual and Novelty 
African violet class contained violets with 
characteristics such as, but not limited to, 
Clackamas, bustle back, girl, longifolia, spi- 
der, supreme and chimera leaves or wasp 
blossoms that were in one class. The state- 
ment in the Shows and Judges column said 
the Unusual and Novelty African violet class 
would not be permitted. This will be insti- 
tuted on January 1, 2024. The column said 
nothing about containers. Some members 
read “unusual” and their thoughts went to 
containers. The Unusual Container class is 
alive and well in AVSA shows, so enjoy 
them! 


Plants that may have previously been found 
in the Unusual and Novelty African violet 
class may be exhibited in several other 
classes. Here are some examples. They may 
be in the green or variegated foliage class 
according to blossom color, or they can be 
in novice, vintage or collection classes (if 
registered). If a club wants to put them at 
the end of the show following the educa- 
tion/AVSA exhibit and have them judged, 
that is fine. If they are located at the end 


Shows and Judges 


By Mary Corondan 


Email: judges @avsa.org 


of a show in this manner, they are not a 
part of the AVSA show. As such, ribbons 
may be awarded, but they will not count 
toward the SSA and cannot be used for 
judging certification. 


Edged takes precedence when classifying a 
plant by blossom type, so an edged variety 
would be placed in the edged class rather 
than a fantasy or solid color class. If the 
description of a variety in First Class says 
“variable,” it should be placed in the class 
that describes how it is blooming. An exam- 
ple of this: Ness’ Crinkle Blue with an edge 
should go in the edged class since the 
description reads “double dark blue/variable 
thin white edge.” If no edge is present on the 
blossom, it would go in the dark blue solid 
color blossom class. To assist judges, the 
Classification Committee should list “vari- 
able” on the entry tag below the name of 
the variety. (See page 37 of the Handbook 
under Classification.) 


Here are a few reminders regarding judges. 
AVSA Judges and those who are the Judges’ 
Chair should check the Judges List at www. 
africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org to be sure 
a judge is in good standing. It is the most 
up-to-date list. Occasionally, a judge lets 
their AVSA membership lapse. All judges 
whose certificates have been extended due 
to the pandemic have incorrect expiration 
dates on their certificates, so that is why this 
list should be reviewed. If a question arises, 
please send an email to judges@avsa.org. 
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Remember that all Student and Advanced 
Judging Certificates will expire on June 15, 
2025 unless the person took a judging school 
in 2022 or after and a new certificate was 
issued. If you received a new certificate in 
2022 or 2023, your updated expiration date 
will be noted on your new card. Proof of 
blue ribbons is required at judging schools. 
If blue ribbons have not yet been earned 
when taking the judging school, proof of 
blue ribbons may be presented to your tea- 
cher up to one calendar year after passing 
the judging school exam. 


outgoing officers or judges! 


FEATURES 

@ High quality double-insulated 
stainless steel drinkware maintains 
beverage temperature 

@ Hand wash - easy to clean 

¢ Available in many styles and colors 

# Optional lid choice 
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Place group order and save on shipping. 
Orders over $110.01 shipped free! 


See details and place orders at 
mdengravinggifts.com/avsa-orders.html 


Proceeds benefit the 
African Violet Society of America Inc. 


Anyone registered at the Phoenix convention 
is invited to join the Judges Breakfast. It is 
not only for judges. To attend the Judges 
Breakfast as well as the meeting that fol- 
lows, a breakfast ticket will be required. This 
is necessary to help AVSA meet the food and 
beverage minimum requirements at the 
hotel. 


Enjoy your spring shows and the lovely 
plants, have fun with violet friends and 
inspire others to promote AVSA whenever and 
wherever you can. 


AVSA Drinkware 


Order Yours Now! 
AVSA has contracted with MD Engraving (Sioux Falls, 
SD), to bring you customizable drinkware products. 


Perfect for the office or growing room. Great gift for 


CUSTOMIZABLE (no extra cost) 

@ Choose one of three AVSA logos or 
submit your own affiliate logo 

@ Add a second image to the reverse 
side 

@ Add a name personalization 

@ Many options available 
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AVSA Affiliate Update 


By Mary Thompson 


Email: affiliate@avsa.org 


Happy New Year. I hope this is a happy year 
for AVSA. 


| became the Affiliate Chair after our last con- 
vention in May. A few months afterward, | 
started sending out requests asking clubs to 
update their information on the AVSA website 
if they had not done so in the past two years. 
| was heartbroken to find how many clubs 
had disbanded in just this short period of 
time. COVID didn’t help, and | know from 
comments | received that members are aging 
out and no one else in their club is interested 
in taking over. 


What is equally sad is there are people looking 
for clubs. | read on social media about a gal 
who was looking for a club in the San Diego 
area, only to find that club had disbanded. 
There are several states that have no club at all 
and some have only one. 


BLOOMLALA 
Adorn Yourself in Violets 


Beautiful clothing items featuring African violets from Bloomlala! 


Use code Aa) eee you order online and AVSA 


receives a portion of the proceeds. 


| urge you, if you are at all interested in 
starting a club, just do it! AVSA will help you 
spread the word. Advertise anywhere it is free, 
including social media, your local free news- 
papers, radio stations, churches and rec 
departments. Be creative. | was invited to a 
birthday party and passed out flyers and got 
two members when | started our club. 


| know there are clubs out there that have 
not joined AVSA, so they have no advertising 
except for word of mouth or some social 
media. It’s so inexpensive to join AVSA and 
look at what you get: a great magazine six 
times a year; free advertising; notice of sales, 
shows and judging classes; and much more. 


Email me at affiliate@avsa.org if you have any 
great suggestions or want to write an article 
on how you started a club or attracted new 
members. 


bloomlala.com/collections/violet 
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Registration for Judging 
School for Students and 
Certificate Renewals 


By Mary Corondan 
Email: judges @avsa.org 


AVSA is offering a judging school for AVSA 
members during the 2024 Phoenix conven- 
tion. The school, taught by Leonard Re, will 
be held on Wednesday, April 24. It is geared 
to people at all levels and appropriate as 
a first-time judging school, to qualify for a 
certificate renewal or simply as an interest- 
ing class for established judges to keep judg- 
ing criteria up to date. The school will focus on 
judging an AVSA show. 


Class will begin at 8:15 a.m. and last until 
12:15 p.m. then break for lunch, with prac- 
tice judging from 1:30 to 2:15 p.m. After a 
short break, the exam will begin at 2:30 p.m. 
You must attend both sessions to take the 
exam. Other than the 8:15 a.m. start, exact 
times may vary slightly. 


The exam has two parts. Complete Part 1 
(50 points) at home as an open book test; 
you must turn it in at the beginning of 
class on April 24. Part 2 (40 points) is a 
classroom written test, plus point scoring of 
two specimen African violet plants (10 
points). Part 1 of the exam will be emailed 


to each registered student on March 30 
(USPS available on request). 


You must present a current AVSA member- 
ship card and judge’s card (if already a 
judge) at the door. If you have your proof of 
three blue ribbons, that documentation 
should be presented. Since proof of three 
blue ribbons is currently being waived, you 
may take the exam; however, a judge’s card 
will not be issued until proof of three blue 
ribbons is presented to Leonard Re. There 
are no requirements for those who wish to 
audit the school. All students must bring 
a current copy of the AVSA Handbook for 
Growers, Exhibitors, and Judges (14th Edition, 
revised May 2022) to the school. 


The $15 registration fee applies to all who 
attend the judging school, either to take 
the test or to audit the class. Registration 
will be posted under the Participation tab, 
Convention listing, at www.africanvioletsociety 
ofamerica.org. Do not send payment to the 
teacher. Registration and payment are due 
by March 28. 
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Board of Directors 
Nominations for 2024 


By Winston J. Goretsky 


Email: nominating @avsa.org 


The AVSA Nominating Committee has 
developed the following slate of four candi- 
dates for open board positions. Members will 
vote on these potential new board members 
at the AVSA National Convention in Phoenix 
this April. Get to know the nominees so you 
feel comfortable voting this spring. 


Donna Christianson 
Fargo, North Dakota 
Director 

| was exposed to African 
violets in high school 
through relatives and fam- 
ily friends. | really became 
hooked when | saw a pic- 
ture of Ethel Champion with one of her 
plants. | didn’t have access to any of her 
plants but looked forward to growing plants 
that looked like that. 


While attending the University of Minnesota, 
| discovered a local greenhouse and the 
plants they hybridized and joined AVSA for 
a time. Shortly thereafter, | got my first light 
stand, and | have been growing African 
violets ever since. 


While living in the Washington, DC, area, | 
again became a member of AVSA. | joined 
the Old Dominion African Violet Society 
(ODAVS) around 2000 and attended my first 
convention in Washington, DC, in 2002. | 
served as Vice President and Secretary of 
ODAVS and organized two or three of our 
shows/sales. | also became a member of the 
Mid-Atlantic African Violet Society. | had the 


opportunity to clerk at the Raleigh conven- 
tion and have attended ten AVSA conven- 
tions. | grew some of my violets and streps 
on office windowsills and enjoyed sharing 
my love of violets with coworkers. 


After 26 years of living in Washington, DC, 
| retired and moved back to the Midwest, 
giving me more time to devote to my 
plants. A dedicated plant room was a must 
in my new house, and | added another 
light stand. | joined the African Violet 
Society of Minnesota (AVSM) and the Lakes 
Area Violet Growers. I’ve enjoyed making 
new friends through those groups and 
showing plants at AVSM-sponsored shows. 
ve also clerked at several AVSM shows. 


My other hobbies include working in my 
outdoor gardens, reading and travel. | am 
honored to be considered for a position on 
the Board of Directors. 


Bob Clark 
Seattle, Washington 
‘4 Director 
| became interested in 
' African violets (and_ in- 
=) deed, almost all plants) 
| at a young age in the late 
1960s. My grandmother’s 


p 

Py. 
best friend, Ada Hale from Greenfield, Mass- 
achusetts, saw my interest in her no-name 
violets and prompted me to take leaves and 
told me how to propagate them. | was so 
thrilled when they sprouted their pups. | 
felt like | was participating in the new green 
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movement that was prompting a return to 
nature, ecology and recycling — basically 
being good to the planet. 


| loved these plants and how easily two 
became hundreds (to the chagrin of my 
mother). African violets and all green plants 
have been a wonderful addition to my life, 
and | will continue growing them. 


Currently, | belong to two local African vio- 
let clubs: the Seattle African Violet Society 
and the Saintpaulia Society of Tacoma. | am 
a life member of AVSA and a Master Judge. 
| am also a life member of The Gesneriad 
Society and a Master Judge. | have served 
AVSA in the past by being a Director for 
two terms. | have also been a member of 
several committees, including the Conven- 
tion Show Awards Committee, the Publica- 
tions Committee, the Internet Committee 
and the AVM Advisory Committee. 


| live on Capitol Hill in Seattle with my hus- 
band and four cats. | still work part-time in 
medical records and am an avid knitter. | 
look forward to serving AVSA again as a 
Director. 


Dr. Jeffery 
Hudson-Covolo 
Phoenix, Arizona 


Director 
| have been a registered 
nurse for over three 


decades. | am also a vet- 
eran of the Air Force and 
Army, serving for over 12 years. | have been 
indirectly involved with AVSA since 2001 
when | met my spouse, Stephen. More 
recently, I’ve attended the last three AVSA 
National Conventions and have been a 
member of AVSA for the same amount of 
time. Stephen has been supporting me in 
this last year as I’ve nurtured my first 
African violet plant (Tinari’s Royal Blue). 


’ve been involved in not-for-profit and 501(c)3 
organizations before, serving as a member 
and/or elected officer of the Board of Direc- 
tors. These include boards serving profes- 
sional nursing organizations, high school 
healthcare pathway programs, county work- 
force investment and health systems. | am 
also the Chair of the Tours for the 2024 
National Convention and a proofreader for 
AVM. | believe | can bring my education and 
experiences to support AVSA and its mem- 
bers as a candidate for Director on the AVSA 
Board. 


Mary Thompson 

Paso Robles, California 
Director 

My love for African violets 
came from my mother. | 
have a picture of her in our 
kitchen in 1951 with an 
overgrown violet in a huge 


terra-cotta pot. 


In 1994, | purchased my first named African 
violet leaves. A co-worker’s niece had named 
violets and she sent me a box of leaves. | 
joined AVSA around the same time. Today, 
| have 10 stands of violets that include over 
100 trays of violets. Way too many, but how 
do you say no? | love them all but am drawn 
to vintage violets. 


In 2009, | started a club: Central Coast 
African Violet Society. We have survived 
COVID and have 12 members. | am the 
President, Vice President, Secretary and 
Treasurer because the club likes it that 
way. Our club has a Facebook page that has 
members worldwide. | recently became the 
moderator for a violet Facebook page 
dedicated to California residents only. In 
addition, | am a member of three other 
clubs, including the Central California African 
Violet Society, where | am the Entries Chair 
when we have our show each spring. 
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Being an Advanced Judge, | will qualify this 
year to take the test to become a Senior 
Judge. | am a past Director, having served 
from 2019 to 2022. | became the Violet 
Preservation Chair a couple of years ago and 
am the Affiliate Chair as of last May. Last 
convention, | was the Chair for mailing the 


Photo credit: Natalia Bulko 


packages and this year | am the Goodie Bag 
Chair. 


| am happy and proud to accept the 
nomination for Director and will do my best 
to continue to do a good job. 


Nik-Zvezdy Gollivuda 


2023 New Introduction 
Hybridized by: N. Bulko 
Standard 


20 African Violet Magazine e January-February 2024 


SN-Prazdnik Neposlushaniia 


2023 New Introduction 
Hybridized by: N. Sorokina 
Standard 


ais . 
Photo credit: Natalia Sorokina 
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Violets Most Wanted List 


By Mary Thompson 


Email: preservingviolets @ avsa.org 


Happy New Year. This past year, | was so 
happy to be able to match several people and 
find violets we have been looking for. At times 


it is quiet, but when | get a form that has 


Admiral 

Alamo Haven 

Alamo Red 
Amethyst 

Amethyst Confetti 
Apache Warbonnet 
Ask Neva 

Bagdad 

Bianca 

Blue Boy 

Blue Heron 

Bryte Pixie 

Buckeye Blithe Spirit 
Buckeye Crackerjack 
Buckeye Eyestopper 
Buckeye Freckles Galore 
Buckeye Gee Whiz 
Commodore 

Dallas Cowboys 
Dancin’ Trail 

Darth Vader 

David Lee 

Dorlene 

Double Seafoam 
Emilie Savage 
Fantasy Florale 
Firebird 

Fisher’s Leone 
Fredette’s Sugar Blues 
Friend Phyllis 
Georgia Lover 
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Goluboi Dunai 

Hargow 

Helen Van Pelt Wilson 
His Promise 

Houdini 

Irresistible 

Joyful 

Kaneland Beauty 

Kira 

Little Emily 

Lonestar Snowstorm 
Maple Sugar 

Mary D 

Masked Man 

Mauna Loa 

Melodie Kimi 

Mermaid (Armacost & Royston) 
Midget Bon Bon 

Midget Silverfox 
Moonlight Mural 
Mosaique 

Neptune 

Ness’ Red Velvet 
Norseman 

#32 

Ocean Eyes 

Old Dominion Sparkler 
Optimara Crater Lake 
Optimara Little Emerald 
Optimara Little Flourite 
Optimara Little Turquoise 


several violets we have been looking for and 
someone is willing to share, | get so excited. 
Keep up the good work. 


Optimara Molokai 
Persian Princess 

Pink Beauty (F.Brockner) 
Plum Tip 

Purple Crest 
Rhapsodie Clementine 
Rhapsodie Elfriede 
Rhapsody Marilyn 
Rhapsody Marilyn II 
Rob’s Fuddy Duddy 

S. goetzeanus 

Sailor Boy 

Seafoam 

Serenity 

Siberia Moon 
Something Special 
Southern Delight 
Stephanie Croteau 
Suncoast Calypso 
Teen Craze 

Teen Dream 

Teeny Weeny 

The Alps 

The White Rabbit 
Tinker Bells 

Tipt 

Tooch 

Viking 

White Lady (P.Ruggeri) 
White Madonna (Baker) 
Young Man’s Fancy 
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Notice of Proposed 
Amendments to AVSA Bylaws 


Notice is hereby given that the following 
proposed amendments to AVSA Bylaws, Arti- 
cles IV, V and VII will be voted on at the AVSA 
2024 Annual Convention in Tempe, Arizona. 


Proposed Changes to Article IV, Section 
2, Officers and Their Duties: Regional 
Directors 

All Directors shall be members in good stand- 
ing of AVSA. 

1. The Regional Directors shall be not more 
than fifteen445} nine (9) nor less than few 
teen{i4} eight (8) in number. There shall be 


a transition period during which the number 
of directors shall be 15 in 2024, 13 in 2025 


11 _ in 2026 and 9 in 2027 and thereafter. 
Frey 

2. Directors shall be elected from the mem- 
bership-at large, one (1) and no more than 
two (2) of whom shall be a resident of a nation 
other than the United States, provided such a 
nominee is available. 

3. Directors shall be responsible for represent- 
ing the membership. 


Proposed Changes to Article V, Section 2, 
Nominations and Elections: Terms 
3.Directors shall be elected to serve terms of 


three (3) years, five {5} being elected each year 


Proposed Changes to Article V, Section 5, 
Nominations and Elections: Nominating 
Committee 

4.b. In_ conformity with the transition plan 
described in Article IV, Section 2, Regional 
Directors, Seteet select five—+5} nominees 
for Director from the file maintained by the 
Nominating Committee Chair, maintaining 
geographic balance among all directors. 


Proposed Changes to Article VII, Section 
1, Board of Directors: Composition 

The Board of Directors shall consist of the 
elected officers, the ffteea—{45} elected 
directors, the chairs of the standing commit- 
tees and the immediate Past President, pro- 
vided that, that person has completed the 
full term as President of the Society. Other- 
wise, the president, with the approval of the 
Executive Committee, may appoint another 
Past President to serve in that capacity. 
This Board shall: 
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Once a successful pollination has been 
achieved, the next step is waiting for the seed 
to mature. African violets have a very long 
maturation time that is all out of proportion 
to the size of the fruit or seed pod and the 
size of the seeds. 


The speculation is that the four to six months 
necessary for maturation is tied to the sea- 
sons of the plants in their native habitats. 
African violets grow in areas that have dis- 
tinct wet and dry seasons. The flowers are 
produced during the wet season and the 
seeds mature during the dry season. When 
the wet season returns in several months, 
the seeds are shed, ready to germinate. 


While African violets can be kept in nearly 
continuous bloom in artificial growing con- 
ditions, the time necessary for seed and fruit 
maturation is fixed in the plant’s DNA and 
can’t be sped up. There are techniques such 
as embryo rescue that are used to cut down 
the maturation or generation time in other 
plants, but these high-technology methods 
have yet to be applied to African violets 
and will likely be beyond the abilities of 
the casual hybridizer. Therefore, hybridizing 
requires a great deal of patience while wait- 
ing for the results of pollination to be seen 
in the seedlings. This issue’s column has 
several questions related to seedlings. 


Q: How many seeds should I plant to eval- 
uate a cross? 

A: This question has a variety of answers, 
as there are many factors that need to be 


In Search of New Violets 
By Dr. Jeff Smith 


Email: jsmith4 @bsu.edu 


considered. First, African violet seeds are 
very small and counting out an exact num- 
ber is very difficult and time consuming. 
Many hybridizers approximate a number, but 
few actually count out seeds. 


Second, the germination rate can vary 
between seed pods. Some seed pods will give 
close to 100% germination and others may 
only have a rate of 2 to 5%. Most hybridizers 
choose a seed number that will give them 
a manageable number of seedlings while 
holding back some seed for future planting. 


Third, the number of seedlings should give a 
good sample size that reflects the goals of the 
cross. If the goal was a dominant trait, only a 
few seedlings are needed, as most will show 
a dominant trait. If the goal was a recessive 
trait, higher numbers of seedlings will be 
needed to produce a few seedlings that show 
the recessive trait. For example, if only 25% 
of the seedlings are expected to have the 
recessive trait (such as in a 3:1 ratio cross), 
more seedlings are necessary to find the few 
with the trait. In the case of a double reces- 
sive outcome, where only one-sixteenth or 6% 
of the seedlings may have the combination, a 
much higher number of seedlings are nec- 
essary. | once had a cross where the goal was 
a triple recessive combination and less than 
2% of the seedlings were expected to have 
the combination. If the inheritance of the 
traits in your goal are unknown or unclear, a 
larger number of seedlings is better than a 
smaller number. 
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Many hybridizers will sow 25 to 50 seeds from 
a cross. If the germination rates are high, they 
can examine the results of the cross by trans- 
planting out a subset of the seedlings. Many 
times, the amount of space available deter- 
mines how many seedlings are transplanted. If 
the first five to 10 seedlings transplanted look 
promising, perhaps more will be moved up 
as space permits. Seedlings that are left in 
the germination medium will grow very 
slowly, as transplanting stimulates seedling 
growth. The first seedlings transplanted can 
be evaluated and those left behind moved 
out later if the first results are promising. 


Many hybridizers produce several seed pods 
using the same parents. One seed pod is used 
for the first germination and the rest are 
stored for later use. Seed pods can be stored 
in small, sealed containers with a packet of 
silica gel to keep them dry. Seed pods stored 
this way can be kept in a refrigerator for up 
to 10 years and still have viable germination. 
For long-term storage, it is best to keep the 
seeds in unopened seed pods. Seeds that 
have been released from the seed pod can 
still be stored, but viability goes down more 
quickly over time. 


In summary, there are many factors that play 
into the question about how many seeds to 
sow. | would recommend under-sowing, per- 
haps only planting approximately 20 to 30 
seeds and holding the remaining seeds in 
reserve. You can always plant more seeds 
later. Sowing only a few seeds spaces out 
the seedlings for easier separation and trans- 
planting. Remove underperforming seedlings 
as soon as possible and transplant out more 
seedlings as replacements or sow more seeds 
from the cross. A focus on quality plants, 
rather than quantity, will pay off in reaching 
your hybridizing goals. 


Q: One of my goals in crosses is to produce 
seedlings with variegation. How early can 
seedlings with the trait be selected out for 
transplanting? 

A: lf the seed parent in the cross has Tommie 
Lou or crown variegation, 100% of the seed- 
lings should be variegated. Sometimes the var- 
iegation is already evident in the cotyledon or 
seed-leaf stage after germination. In other 
cases, the variegation shows up later as the 
seedling grows. 


Be aware that crown variegation in particular 
is temperature sensitive. Seedlings grown 
under higher temperatures may not show 
variegation. However, there are advantages 
in growing a crown variegated cross in 
warmer temperatures, as the seedlings will 
stay green and grow faster. Once trans- 
planted out, moving the seedlings to a 
lower temperature will allow variegation to 
be expressed and the plants evaluated. 
Tommie Lou-variegated seedlings may show 
a similar response to temperature but 
are often more likely to start out green 
regardless of the temperature. 


Seedlings from a mosaic variegation cross 
don’t always inherit the trait through the seed 
parent. The pollen parent must also carry 
the trait as a recessive. Seedlings that show 
variegation early, even in the cotyledon 
stage, are the best candidates to produce 
variegated offspring. Seedlings that show 
solid foliage for the first four to seven leaves 
are unlikely to develop mosaic variegation 
later. Mosaic variegation is also less tem- 
perature dependent than other types, so 
selection can safely be made regardless of 
the germination temperature. 


One last comment: The amount of variega- 
tion depends on how many of the mutated 
chloroplasts the seedling inherited from the 
seed parent. That number can and does 
vary between seedlings from the same cross. 
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If strong variegation is your hybridization 
goal, selecting seedlings that show strong 
variegation should give you plants with 
the trait. However, some plants may have 
too much variegation and fail to thrive. 
Sometimes changing the growing tempera- 
ture and using high nitrogen fertilizer will 
help green up these seedlings, but some 
may not respond and should be selected 
against. 


Q: Is there a reliable way to select seedlings 
for fantasy traits before flowering? 

A: The puff fantasy trait sometimes shows in 
the foliage, especially if the plants have red 
backing on the underside of the leaf. It 
might be possible to select puff fantasy 
flowers in seedlings that show similar puff 
marks in the foliage. I’m not certain how 
reliable the selection will be, but you might 


Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


try looking for these marks in the foliage 
and seeing what percentage of the seedlings 
produce puff fantasy flowers. 


The fantasy exhibited in Tina’s April Fantasy 
also shows in the foliage as dark birth 
marks and may be possible to detect in 
seedlings. However, I’ve not seen data from 
crosses using this plant and the inheritance 
pattern into seedlings is speculative. 


None of the other fantasy types have consis- 
tent links to the foliage that allow selection 
for fantasy flowers in the seedling stage. In 
most instances, detecting the fantasy pat- 
tern will have to wait until the seedlings 
bloom. However, if one of the parents had 
fantasy markings, the trait should inherit as 
a dominant and show in about half of the 
seedlings. 


Tina’s April Fantasy 


Hybridized by: T. Elfstrom 
Grown by: B.J. Ohme 
Standard 
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SV-Gorod Modena 


2023 New Introduction 
Hybridized by: O. Emelianova 
Semiminiature Trailer 


Photo credit: Olga Emelianova 
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My First Violets: 


Join The Club! 
By Sandy Skalski 


Email: publications @avsa.org 


“My friends and family love hearing about 
my African violets,” said no grower ever. Let’s 
face it: Although they may nod politely and 
smile, your friends and family don’t want to 
hear about your new plants, your potting mix 
or your pest problems. Unless your signifi- 
cant other is also a grower, you’re on your 
own. What’s a violet lover to do? Why not 
join an African violet club? 


First, clubs need you. At one time, member- 
ship in an in-person club was common 
among AVSA members. Many people partici- 
pated in annual shows and the tables were 
filled with beautiful plants. During the pan- 
demic, shows were canceled and many 
clubs were forced to meet via Zoom call. 
Interest, and membership, declined. Once- 
vigorous clubs have disbanded and that’s a 
great loss to the violet community, the 
members and potential members. Clubs are 
one of the best places to learn and enjoy 
the camaraderie of people who share your 
interest in our favorite plants. 


Skeptical? Let’s hear about the benefits of 
club membership from new club members 
who are happy they joined. 


My club, the African Violet Club of Burlington 
County, struggled during COVID. We met via 
Zoom and managed to have some interest- 
ing presentations from generous and knowl- 
edgeable growers around the country. As 
the pandemic subsided, we were fortunate 
enough to see a resurgence in membership. 


Last May, we held our first show since 
2019. Our new members were truly the 
stars of the show. Not only did they grow 
beautiful plants, they ran and staffed a suc- 
cessful sales table. They also had a great 
time. | asked them why they decided to 
join a club. Here’s what they told me. 


Carlos said he joined to “stop killing plants 
and to learn more about growing African 
violets. You can get all the information nowa- 
days on the internet, but there’s nothing 
more satisfying than getting help from 
actual live people. The interaction | hope to 
get from like-minded people who share my 
interests and passion is one of my primary 
reasons for joining.” 


Sharon said, “To meet other people who 
share a common interest in African violets. 
’ve found that joining a club or group is 
one of the quickest ways to learn more 
about a subject. People are usually enthusi- 
astic about sharing knowledge and what 
they’re doing, so that makes me enthusiastic 
as well.” 


Carol said, “I have always loved violets, so 
joining the club was a way to share infor- 
mation on what’s new about violets, where 
shows are held and on violet problems. A 
bonus is that plants and leaves are shared 
with members.” 


| also asked them about the things they’ve 
learned since joining a violet club. Here’s 
what they had to say. 
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Doreen said, “I do not know half as much as 
| thought | did about African violets. | am not 
alone in having so many plants.” 


Sharon said, “In just one meeting, I’ve 
learned some very good information: proper 
size pot for my plant, proper soil mixture, 
some problems that people have with their 
plants, the name of a reputable online seller 
and that some of the things I’d come to 
believe about the plant are not true.” (For 
example, that water on leaves harms the 
plant. Leaves can get wet as long as they dry 
out of direct sunlight.) 


Pat said, “Il have learned how nice it is to 
share a hobby with others by attending 
meetings.” 


Carlos said, “I learned how generous AV peo- 
ple are with their leaves and baby plants, 
their time and their genuine pleasure in 
sharing their wisdom and experiences.” 


A lot of people believe African violet shows 
are all about competition and blue ribbons. 
While that is surely a factor, these novice 
growers found a lot more value in their 
first show. 


Carol said, “I have attended shows several 
times, admiring the plants and the designs 
on display. Now being involved, | see 
how much goes into the classification of 
these plants. Then the judging of plants, 
containers, niches is another effort to be 


appreciated. An added bonus is seeing all the 
happy faces admiring the plants and show, 
asking questions and taking home some 
treasured plants.” 


Pat said, “The show was a blast! Wow!” 


Doreen remembers, “Madness at the sales 
tables. Gratitude for my blue ribbons. Most 
of all, amazement at how everyone pulled 
to put it together.” 


Carlos said, “I will not be able to forget the 
overwhelming sense of accomplishment 
when my entries received blue ribbons, Best 
Novice and Best Terrarium in the show. Not 
bad for a first timer! | would seriously 
encourage everyone who’s remotely inter- 
ested in AVs to join a club. It will open a 
whole new world of appreciation of our 
favorite plant, a sense of belonging and 
wonderful camaraderie!” 


Sound like fun? The African Violet Society 
of America website has a list of affiliate 
clubs. Perhaps there is one near you. Why 
not reach out to them and attend a meet- 
ing? Chances are, you’ll not only meet new 
people and learn something, you'll return 
home with new plants and leaves. If there 
aren’t any clubs close to you, you can also 
find guidance on how to start a new club. 


African violets are a fun hobby, and it’s even 
more fun when you join the club. 
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The Chemical Compounds that 
Create African Violet 


Blossom Colors 


By Graham Goode 
Email: ggoode.sa@gmail.com 


I’m a grower of African violets from the 
Western Cape of South Africa. | live about an 
hour east of Cape Town in a coastal village 
called Pringle Bay, nestled between the sea 
and the mountains. | grew African violets as 
a teenager when | lived in Harare, Zimbabwe, 
but leaving home, going off to university and 
starting a career and a family meant that | 
focused on other things for many years. 
While | typically always had a couple of 
plants growing on a windowsill, it wasn’t 
until the lockdown months of the COVID-19 
pandemic that | started seriously growing 
again. Since then, | have been buying and 
collecting leaves from other enthusiasts and 
have grown African violet seeds from the 
U.S., Canada and Hungary. | now grow hun- 
dreds of plants and am doing my own 
hybridizing. 


Early in 2023, | started researching what the 
yellow pigment in the African violet blossoms 
could be, and that investigation took me on 
a journey of discovering what the chemical 
structures and pathways of the main colors 
are. | had heard various people say that 
African violets couldn’t create a real yellow 
pigment, that there was no gene for yellow 
and that what we were seeing was from 
chlorophyll or as bleed-out from the yellow 
anthers. The yellow varieties in my col- 
lection looked like they created a true 
light-yellow color, so | did many internet 
searches for scientific articles that might 
explain what could cause the yellow 
pigments. 


This is the first of 
three articles 
leading up toa 
discussion on the 
yellow pigments 


possible from the 


genes of our 


African violets. 


From my article-reading research, | learned 
about anthocyanins, co-pigments and the 
flavonoid biosynthesis pathway that our 
African violets have. | then realized that if | 
wanted to communicate what | had learned 
about the possible yellow pigments, there 
needed to be a commonly understood outline 
of the chemical process and an understand- 
ing of the genetic principle of dominant and 
recessive traits. 


This is the first of three articles leading up to 
a discussion on the yellow pigments possible 
from the genes of our African violets. In this 
first article, we’re looking at what the chem- 
icals are that make the main colors and how 
the plants create them. You don’t need to 
understand chemistry to understand this 
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article — I’m simply using chemistry to give 
us an outline of processes that the plants 
are following, and then we can use that 
process to help understand what is possible 
with the colors. Understanding these build- 
ing blocks made of the chemicals that 
control reactions (enzymes and catalysts) 
helps us understand what’s happening inside 
our plants, and that will help hybridizers 
better understand why we see what we’re 
seeing. We can then better map what we 
want to happen in our future crosses. 


In the next article, this understanding of the 
chemical pathways will help us learn more 
about dominant and recessive blossom traits 
and how to plan hybridizing crosses. Then, 
in the third article, the chemical pathway 
will help us theorize where the yellow 
pigments that we have might come from 
and what might help improve and stabilize 
them. The content of this article is central 
to those discussions. 


The Compounds that 

Create the Petal Colors 

The colors of African violet blossoms come 
from chemical compounds in the petals 
called anthocyanins. Anthocyanins are water- 
soluble color pigments that are found in the 
cell sap and give red, pink, blue and pur- 
ple colors to different plant parts. They are 
part of the flavonoid group of chemicals 
and are found in most plants. The other 
plant color chemicals are carotenoids. They 
create yellow, orange, red and_ purple 
colors. So far, no carotenoids have been 
found in African violets or any of the 
Streptocarpus species or hybrids, so these 
plants only get their colors from the 
flavonoid pathway. 


The purple and blue colors come from 
the anthocyanin malvidin, specifically mal- 
vidin 3 rutinoside-5-glucoside and malvidin 
3-acetyl-rutinoside-5-glucoside. A glycoside is 


a molecule in which a sugar is bound to 
another functional group by a glycosidic 
bond. The added sugar molecule makes 
the compound more chemically stable. 
Malvidin is created through the delphinidin 
branch of the flavonoid pathway. We'll 
examine that a little later in the article. 
Don’t worry about the specific terms; you 
just need to remember that malvidin 
makes blue and purple. The pH of the 
cell sap makes a difference to the hue 
of the color, so the same chemical can 
change color if the sap is more or less 
acidic. 


The reddish color comes from the antho- 
cyanin peonidin (peonidin 3-rutinoside-5- 
glucoside), which is created through the 
cyanidin branch of the flavonoid pathway. 
Cyanidin 3 acetyl-rutinoside-5-glucoside and 
peonidin 3 acetyl-rutinoside-5-glucoside have 
also been identified in some African violets. 
Remember that peonidin makes red. 


The pink color comes from the anthocyanin 
pelargonidin (pelargonidin 3-rutinoside-5-glu- 
coside and pelargonidin 3-acetyl-rutinoside- 
5-glucoside), which is created through the 
pelargonidin branch of the flavonoid path- 
way. And yes, you just need to remember 
that pelargonidin makes pink. 


The coral colors come from the same basic 
chemical as the main colors, except that the 
sugar molecule (glycoside) is not there. So, 
coral pink is from pelargonidin 3-rutinoside, 
coral red is from peonidin-3-rutinoside and 
there is also a coral blue (the blue will show 
as red under red light) from malvidin 3- 
rutinoside. We don’t yet know how the 
glycoside is omitted or removed, but what- 
ever causes it is genetically recessive, so 
both parents must have the trait for any of 
the seedlings from the cross to show the 
corals. We’ll look at what it means to be 
recessive in the next article. All you need 
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to remember now is “lose the sugar and it 
becomes a coral.” 


That’s all the main colors and their chemical 
compounds that we currently know of for 
African violets. Different concentrations of 
these chemical compounds can be present in 
the blossom, so the different shadings 
happen from the different percentages of the 
anthocyanins present. For example, most pur- 
ples will usually be a combination of malvidin 
and peonidin compounds. 


The important part of all of this pathway 
stuff is that each of the reactive agents in 
the pathway is created by a specific group of 
genes, like a recipe using the ingredients, 
and a misprint (mutation) in a gene recipe 
can cause the pathway to change just a little, 
similar to the way leaving out an ingredient 
can change the taste of food. A little muta- 
tion can cause the blossom color to change. 
Knowing the reactive agents of the pathway 
will help us understand what could change 
and what those changes might mean. 


Where the Colors Diverge 

The starting point of the flavonoid pathway 
is an essential a-amino acid (one of the 
basic building blocks) called phenylalanine. 
In the diagram, on the next page | show 
the chemical compound in black and the 
reactive agent in red. This pathway traces 
the changes from the amino acid to the 
anthocyanins, giving us the colors. The red 
words are manufactured by the genetic 
recipes in the plant’s DNA to create 
reactions and the black words are the 
result of those chemical reactions. Some of 
the steps are simplified to make things 
easier to trace. The purple/blue shows the 
full path, and the red and pink show the 
path branches from dihydrokaempferol, as 
everything before that is the same as 
purple/blue. I’ve included the chemical 
formulas so that you can trace what has 


changed. The C is for carbon, the H for 
hydrogen, the N for nitrogen and the O for 
oxygen. The subscript numbers count how 
many atoms of that element are present 
in the compound. 


For those who want to research this further, 
here are the reactive agents’ full names. 
ePAL: Phenylalanine ammonia-lyase 
eC4H: Trans-cinnamate 4-monooxygenase 
eACL: 4-Coumarate-CoA ligase 

eCHS: Chalcone synthase 

@CHI: Chalcone isomerase 

eF3H: Flavanone 3-hydroxylase 

eF3’H: Flavanone 3’-hydroxylase 

eF3'5'H: Flavanone 3',5'-hydroxylase 

e DFR: dihydroflavonol 4-reductase 

eANS: anthocyanidin synthase 

e UFGT: UDP-glucose flavonoid 
3-0-glucosyltransferase 

© OMT: O-methyl transferase 

RT: flavonol-3-O-glucoside 
L-rhamnosyltransferase. 


For more information, read the article des- 
cribed in the reference section at the end of 
this article. 


As you can see, the flavonoid branches for 
the colors are almost the same, except in 
the purple/blue and red branches, there is a 
reactive stage after dihydrokaempferol where 
two oxygen atoms are added for the 
delphinidin pathway using F3'5'H, and an 
extra oxygen atom is added for the cyanidin 
pathway by the F3’H. These changes make 
the compound more water soluble. The two 
reactive agents are going to be important 
when we discuss dominant and recessive 
genetics and possible yellow flavonoids. 
Purple/blue and red also have an extra step 
close to the end involving an O-methyl trans- 
ferase (OMT), where a methyl (CH3) molecule 
is added along with those added oxygen 
atoms. These make the final chemical more 
stable. 
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The Anthocyanin Branches of the Flavonoid Pathway 
Purple/Blue 


Phenylalanine: (C,H,,NO,) 
\ PAL 
cinnamate: (CyH,0,) 
 C4H 
coumarate: (C,H,O;) 
Vv 4CL 
coumaroyl-CoA: 
(C3oH42N70;3P3S) 
v CHS 
chalcone: (C,5H,20) 
v CHI 
naringenin: (C,;H,20s) 
v F3H dihydrokaempferol: (C,;H,.0,) dihydrokaempferol: (C,5H, 06.) 
dihydrokaempferol: (C,;5H120.¢) \ F3’H 
 F3’H5’ dihydroquercetin: (C,;H, 07) 
dihydromyricetin: (C,;H,203) \ DFR v DFR 
v DFR leucocyanidin: (C,;H,407) leucopelargonidin: (C,5H, 40.) 
leucodelphinidin: (C,5H,,0g) v ANS v ANS 
v ANS cyanidin: (C,,;H,,O¢+) pelargonidin: (C,;H,,O5+) 
delphinidin: (C,,H,,07+) v UFGT  UFGT 
v UFGT cyanidin 3-O-glucoside: pelargonidin 3-O-glucoside: 
delphinidin 3-O-glucoside: (C.,H2,0,,+) (Cy4H21010+) 
(Cy14H210494) Y OMT 
Y OMT peonidin glucoside: 
malvidin glucoside: (C9H230,,+) v RT 
(C.3H25012+) v RT pelargonidin 3-rutinoside-5- 
v RT peonidin 3-rutinoside-5- glucoside: (C33H,,0,9+) 
malvidin 3-rutinoside-5- glucoside: (C34H430 9+) (pink) 
glucoside: (C3;H,5;02,+) (red) 
(blue/purple) 


Tony’s Jennifer Powder Keg Optimara Rose Quartz. Photo 
credit: Winston J. Goretsky. 
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The Importance of Small Changes 

Remember earlier when | mentioned that a 
misprint (mutation) in a gene could cause a 
small difference in the chemical pathway? 
As you can see by following the chemical 
formulas in the pathways, the differences 
between the three main color anthocyanins 
are from the dihydrokaempferol step where 
F3'5'H and F3'H create changes. In the final 
step (look at the bottom of the table), 
the difference between purple/blue and red 
is four atoms omitted: C35H45021 com- 
pared to C34H43020, so one carbon, two 
hydrogen and an oxygen. Then between red 
and pink, there are another four atoms not 


added — that’s it! Those small changes 
make the colors different. Isn’t nature 
wonderful! 


Of course, it’s also not quite as simple as 
that. The colors that we see are made up of 
the ratios of the anthocyanins, as all three 
branches can be present in a blossom and 
there are also co-pigment chemical com- 
pounds. The intensity of color comes from 
how concentrated those compounds are. 
Co-pigments are other flavonoids that help 
adjust the intensity, hue and mix of the 
main colors. Co-pigments might also be more 


visible in the ultra-violet range and have ori- 
ginated in the species as patterns for polli- 
nators. They also further stabilize the main 
pigments and prevent them from fading. 
White blossoms would happen when these 
chemicals can’t be made, so a mutation 
would have happened to cause the pathway 
to fail. 


These three chemical branches are the basis 
for the many different shades and hues of 
the colors that make the modern African 
violet a very diverse flowering plant. All the 
small mutations of the past century have 
given us an absolute artist’s palette of variety 
to celebrate with. 
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African Violet Magazine 
Article and Column Deadlines 


e January/February issue: November 1 
eMarch/April issue: January 1 
eMay/June issue: March 1 


e July/August issue: May 1 
eSeptember/October issue: July 1 
eNovember/December issue: September 1 


We would love to hear from you! Please send articles or 
article ideas for the AVM to Sophia Bennett at editor@avsa.org. 
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2023 Article Contest— 


HydraFiber: 


The Miracle Growing Medium 


By Karyn Cichocki 
Email: kdco5@ptd.net 


| have always preferred to mix my own 
soil so | have more control of what is in it. 
| have heard of growers who had been 
using a commercially prepared soil mix, 
such as Pro-Mix BX, only to have their 
plants suddenly start looking poorly and 
then finding out that the company changed 
the mix formula. So, my basic soil mix 
used to consist of peat moss, perlite and 
vermiculite, but in recent years I’ve been 
leaving the vermiculite out. 


| had been using the Fafard brand of peat 
moss but have not been able to find it sold 
in any of the nurseries or stores in my area. 
Last year, | purchased a bale of peat moss 
from a local nursery because they said it 
was similar to the Fafard brand. It was ter- 
rible — filled with big pieces of wood and 
bark. | had a lot of trouble with my African 
violets suffering from root rot. 


This year, | went back to the same nursery 
and spoke with one of the growers, who 
admitted that she would only use that peat 
moss for outdoor gardening. She recom- 
mended the brand they were using: Sun- 
shine 4 Aggregate Plus Professional Growing 
Mix. This is a wonderful mix that contains 
clean Canadian sphagnum peat moss, small 
perlite and mycorrhizae. I’ve been using it 
for a year now with good results. I’ve been 
mixing three parts of it with two parts of 
coarse perlite for most of my other gesne- 
riads and four parts of coarse perlite for 
plants that | wick water. 


In March 2022, Dale Martens posted on the 
email group Gesneriphiles about her experi- 
ences using HydraFiber and how fast her 
plants grew when she added it to her exist- 
ing soil mix. (She said her recipe is “one 
part HydraFiber, which | break up into 
smaller chunks with my fingers, and two 
parts soaking wet perlite, which | smash 
into the dry, lumpy HydraFiber, then | add 
one part any favorite commercial mix. | let 
that sit overnight to even out the moisture.”) 


| hadn’t heard about HydraFiber prior to this, 
so | did some research to find out what 
it was. You can go to the HydraFiber web- 
site, www.hydrafiber.com, to get all the 
details but here is the basic information on 
the product from their website: 


“The first substantial substrate innovation in 
almost 45 years, HydraFiber is an approx- 
imately 98% porous fiber substrate with 
extremely low bulk density. HydraFiber is 
manufactured with our unique Thermally 
Refined process that combines wood and 
bark and refines them in a pressurized ves- 
sel to create singulated, small-diameter, long, 
thin strands with large surface area (U.S. 
patent 10,266,457 and patents pending). 
With quality control and quality assurance 
checks every 30 minutes during production, 
HydraFiber is the same 365/24/7.” 


The product can be purchased in the retail 
market under two brands: 

eSta-Green Perfect Potting Mix, which is sold 
by Lowes (as Sta-Green has several different 
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potting mixes, make sure it says Perfect, 
which is the HydraFiber mix). 

eGlee, www.gleegrows.com, can be pur- 
chased online, from Amazon and from var- 
ious other online sellers. 


| purchased a bag of Glee from Amazon. | 
was going to experiment with it and 
decided that | would use two of my Primu- 
lina medica x Primulina ophiopogoides seed- 
lings, which were the same size and were 
currently growing in Solo cups. The photo 
below shows the coarse perlite in the mid- 
dle, the Sunshine mix on the right and the 
HydraFiber on the left. 


The next photo shows the finished mix. The 
HydraFiber is compressed and is easily bro- 
ken up by rubbing it between your hands. 
On March 23, 2023, | transplanted them each 
into 2-inch pots, one using my regular soil 


| 


and the other using my mix with two parts 
of HydraFiber in it. 


| couldn’t believe the results as shown in the 
picture taken on May 11, 2023. The plant in 
the front shows the size of the plants | 
started out with, the plant on the left is 
grown in the HydraFiber and the one on the 
right is in my regular mix. 


Fast forward to July 26, 2023, and it was 
time to repot those two plants. You can see 
that the one growing in the HydraFiber mix 
(left) continues to be larger. 


Although the plant grown in my regular mix 
had a good root system, | couldn’t believe 
the root system on the plant grown in the 
HydraFiber mix (left in the photo below). It 
was so thick that it held the perlite on the 
bottom in place. The perlite wasn’t held 
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totally in place by the root system of the 
plant grown in the regular mix. 


journal, Gesneriads, reported that his Sinnin- 
gia hybrid seedlings grew much faster 


Check Your pH! 


Poor soil and water pH can be the source 
of many problems for African violets. The 
ideal soil pH for African violets is between 6.5 
and 6.8. You have a little wiggle room outside 
this range (5.8 to 7.5), but once you stray too 
far, your plants will suffer. 


Water pH is not as critical because the fertil- 
izer and soil help to buffer the pH into the 
proper range for the most part. If your water 


pH does stray from the acceptable range, it 
will deplete the soil more quickly. This does 
make it beneficial to use water that is in the 
5.8 to 7.5 broader range. Thankfully, most 
municipal water is close to 7.0. 


Testing both water and soil pH is easy. A dig- 
ital pH meter can be purchased online for as 
little as under $10. Testing water is as simple 
as turning on the meter and inserting it in 
the water to be tested. After that, wait about 
a minute for the reading to stabilize. 


planted in 100% HydraFiber and bloomed 
quicker. 


| did use this mix with my African violets 
and found that some are happy in it and 
some aren’t. | think that | have to lighten 
the mix even more by adding more perlite 
to it. | think that the HydraFiber retains 
water more than the peat moss does. 


As with anything new that you want to try 
on your plants, use the HydraFiber mix 
with a couple of your plants to make sure 
that it will work well in your growing 
conditions. You might have to adjust the 
amount of HydraFiber that you put into 
your soil mix. Using the same plants of 
the same size is the best way to conduct 
your experiment. 


Soil testing is a bit more complicated but not 
difficult. Slowly pour distilled water through 
the soil in the pot to be tested and collect 
the water as it drips out the bottom. You will 
then test this collected water. It is important 
to use distilled water so the pH is not in- 
fluenced by the water being added to the 
pot. 


Maintaining the pH meter is an important 
part of pH testing. It is important to calibrate 
the meter occasionally. Most meters come 
with instructions for when and how to use 
this procedure. Sachets of calibration powder 
or bottled solution are easily available online. 
Store the meter with a bit of storage solution 
in the cap or a few drops of clean water to 
keep the sensor moist, and you will get many 
years of use out of it. 
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By Mel Grice 
; 
Sinningia hirsuta is an attractive species 
gesneriad plant that everyone should try to 
grow. Hirsuta in Latin means “hairy,” which 


aptly describes this plant. The olive-green 
leaves and flower calyxes are covered with 


Sinningia hirsuta. Photo credit: Dennis Kramb. 


Family Portrait: 
Sinningia hirsuta 


Email: melsgrice@ gmail.com 


lighter green hairs. It has small flowers that 
are white with a purple throat. A narrow 
white stripe down the center of the throat has 
dark purple spots on both sides. S. hirsuta 
usually has a short stem arising from the tuber, 
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giving the plant a rosette appearance. It 
requires extra humidity and light brighter 
than what is usually required for an African 
violet. 


| have found that | need to grow S. hirsuta 
enclosed under a dome since the foliage 
seems to be very susceptible to powdery 
mildew if grown on an open shelf. Mildew 
spores are everywhere. | struggled at first 
to grow this beautiful plant until | observed 
that plants growing under a dome did not 
get powdery mildew. So, my advice is to 
experiment with all of your plants and learn 
from your observations of where and how 
they like to grow. 


Propagation of S. hirsuta is easy by taking 
crown cuttings. | insert an inch of the crown’s 
stem into a Solo cup filled with my rooting 
mix — equal parts Pro-Mix HP and perlite. 
| first dip the cut end into Clonex to help 
the cut end root and form a tuber. The cut- 
ting is placed in its own plastic bag while 
rooting. Four months later, | should have a 
well-rooted plant that needs to be repotted 
into the next size pot so that the new 
tuber can continue to grow larger. 


What is Cal-Mag? 


Cal-Mag is a supplement consisting of 
balanced bio-available calcium and mag- 
nesium. It may also contain other elements, 
such as iron, and other trace minerals. Cal- 
cium deficiency presents as yellowed and/or 
deformed new growth. Magnesium defi- 
ciency shows itself as yellowing of older 
growth. Calcium is important for cellular 
nutrient transport and enzyme activity. Mag- 
nesium is essential for creating chlorophyll. 


Cal-Mag is very important for African violet 
growers using rain, distilled, RO or naturally 
soft water to water their violets. Calcium 
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| tried wicking my sinningia plants but found 
that they often stayed too wet and some 
tubers rotted from the excess soil moisture. 
| use clear plastic saucers under my pots of 
sinningias and water from the bottom, 
allowing the plants to draw up the moisture 
they need. | let the pots sit in water for 
about 30 minutes and throw away any water 
that remains in the saucers, but find what 
works for you in your conditions. 


S. hirsuta has been used in hybridizing on a 
limited basis. Sinningia ‘Freckles’ is S. concin- 
na x S. hirsuta, hybridized by Carl Clayberg 
in the 1960s. Sinningia ‘Amizade’ is a hybrid 
of S. kautskyi x S. hirsuta made by two 
hybridizers, Mauro Peixoto from Brazil and 
David Zaitlin from Kentucky. See the Family 
Portrait column in the AVM March/April 2023 
issue for more information about this 
hybrid. 


| am propagating S. hirsuta for plant sales at 
The Gesneriad Society convention in St. Louis, 
Missouri, this coming July. | recommend that 
you give it a try! 


and magnesium can be very low in soft 
water and nonexistent it the other types of 
water mentioned. Many fertilizer blends do 
not contain enough of these elements in 
their blends and depend on the water 
source and soil to provide these minerals. 


Hard water naturally contains calcium and 
magnesium. You can test your water supply 
with available water hardness test strips to 
determine the hardness (mineral content) of 
your tap water, but if you use any of the other 
water sources mentioned, be sure to add a 
bottle of Cal-Mag to your violet supplies. 
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100 Questions to the 
Hybridizer Konstantin Morev 


By Vladimir Kalgin 


Email: vkalgin@ yahoo.com 


Although this article doesn’t look like an 
interview, it was intended as an interview. It 
was written with questions from several peo- 
ple. A couple of weeks after the hybridizers’ 
congress in Dom Fialki (The House of Violets), 
| received an email from one of the partici- 
pants of the congress, Larisa Sheveleva, who 
participated in a conversation about hybrid- 
izing with Konstantin Morev. The hour allotted 
for this conversation was not enough; she still 
had questions. After returning home, Larisa 
interviewed her violet friends and sent me a 
list of questions for Konstantin. 


Larisa’s suggestions came in very handy when 
| finally had a chance to interview Konstantin, 
although | counted only seven questions 
about hybridizing among them. (There were 
noticeably more about culinary issues because 
Larisa is a cook by profession.) Since at that 
time an AV show of the Regions of Russia 
group was taking place in the Violet House, 
| asked Lyudmila Pak, who preserves many 
of Konstantin’s varieties, to prepare some 
questions, as well as interview AV lovers 
about what they would like to know about 
Konstantin’s hybridizing. So there were fifty 
questions. Well, with my own questions, | 
could get to a hundred. 


First of all, | was interested in how Konstantin 
came to growing violets and then to hybrid- 
izing. Konstantin was born in Moscow, but his 
family moved to Ukraine when Konstantin 
was 2 months old. They came to visit his 
grandmother, who lived in Moscow. Grandma 


grew violets. They returned to Moscow in 
1988, two years after the Chernobyl accident, 
when Konstantin was 10 years old. Five years 
later, Konstantin began to hybridize violets, 
although his interest in hybridizing appeared 
even earlier. As a child, when he fed canaries 
with millet, he was curious: Why are millet 
seeds different colors? Konstantin now lives 
and works as an IT specialist in Moscow on 
weekdays and leaves for Tver (about 100 
miles from Moscow) on weekends, where he 
grows violets. 


Konstantin Morev 


It should be said that Konstantin was lucky 
as a young hybridizer because in Moscow, they 
were neighbors with our famous hybridizer 
Boris Makuni. Their apartments differed by 
one digit, and postmen often threw letters 
addressed to Boris into the Morev family mail- 
box. There were a lot of letters Konstantin 
had to pass to the addressee. That’s how 
he met the hybridizer and his collection of 
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violets. Soon Boris gave Konstantin his first 
assignment — to grow seedlings. He handed 
him a plastic box divided into four parts, 
apparently from different crosses. Konstantin 
had several violets before and then hundreds 
at once. 


Boris continued to teach Konstantin hybrid- 
izing work. One day, he said he was going to 
make a white series and suggested Konstantin 
make independent pollinations of the Ice 
Queen variety and compare them with what 
Boris would get. From that assignment, 
Konstantin introduced the variety Svadebnyi 
Buket (Wedding Bouquet), which is still held 
in AV collections. 


However, the next step, which Konstantin 
managed to do with the help of Boris in 
1996, when he was 18 years old, was more 
important. At that time, violets with fantasy 
were rare, and those that were available did 
not transmit fantasy to offspring when 
crossed. Boris discovered that the fantasy 
variety Fickle Flirt transmitted fantasy to off- 
spring when pollinated. He proceeded from 
the fact that not only in physics, but also in 
the hybridization of violets, the theory of 
stability of systems operates. As an illustra- 
tion, Konstantin cited the rule about the 
need for a hybridizer to check new varieties 
in three generations — the task is to choose 
a stable line among the babies that will 
become a variety. 


At that time, Konstantin was a student. His 
specialty was engineering robotic systems, so 
the theory of stability was clear to him. 
Interestingly, in addition to university text- 
books, Konstantin read numerous books 
on genetics. As a result, he came to the 
conclusion about the existence of patterns 
or templates and that the task of genetic 
selection is to find templates. 


As | understand it, this is what he means. 
Konstantin identifies two AV opposites — per- 
fection and template. Boris said that perfec- 
tion cannot be improved and will only get 
worse. If a perfect violet is a diamond for AV 
lovers, then it is useless for a hybridizer. Per- 
haps a certain hybridizer got this perfection 
as one option out of a million. But another 
hybridizer, having pollinated this violet, gets 
hundreds of uninteresting seedlings. Perfec- 
tion, in the next generations, turns into trash. 
So, perfection for a hybridizer is a negative 
phenomenon. 


Another thing is the template. It is linked 
genes that consistently contain some interest- 
ing traits of violets, usually the shape and 
color of a flower, in one chromosome. This is 
any set of genes that is always transmitted 
simultaneously without change. It is not nec- 
essarily a flower. The simplest template is 
curly flower, curly rosette. A negative gene 
may also be present in the template and is not 
easy to get rid of. In most cases, Konstantin 
selects seedlings according to the structure 
of the pigment distribution in the flower — 
like a stencil. If you change the color of 
the flower, the structure of the pigment is 
preserved. 


The violet itself, which contains an interest- 
ing template for hybridizing, may be not 
perfect, but the hybridizer can easily trans- 
fer a stable template to any rosette and get 
a beautiful new variety with the required 
flower. 


Since developing this theory, Konstantin has 
been searching for and improving templates. 
He managed to get the first template in 2000. 
It was a bell violet with a white center. In 
2002, on the basis of this template, he intro- 
duced the variety Nedotroga (Touch Me Not), 
which Boris liked. Then there was a parallel 
work with blue and pink flowers. The varieties 
Letnie Sumerki (Summer Twilight), Vesennie 
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Sumerki (Spring Twilight) and Amadeus were 
obtained. After the appearance of Rozovaia 
Pantera (Pink Panther), the template began to 
work with a red color and Moroznaia Vishnia 
(Frosty Cherry) appeared. 


Letnie Sumerki, Amadeus and Moroznaia Vishnia 


My main question out of a hundred is why 
Konstantin gets very few varieties. Other 
hybridizers receive an average of 20 varieties 
per year, while Konstantin usually introduces 
one. 


It turns out that for Konstantin, the purpose 
of hybridizing work is not to obtain new vari- 
eties. Instead, each pollination is a step to 
new genes, new traits, new patterns. When 
crossing, he seeks to add some trait from 
one violet to another in order to obtain a 
stable combination of genes in the form of a 
template. 


At one of the hybridizer meetings, he said that 
he had two dozen violets in his collection that 
were of interest to him. They contained new 
genes and combinations of genes. It takes 
about a year to figure out what kind of gene it 
is. Then you need to make several control 
crosses to determine whether this gene is 
needed or not. It takes more than 10 years to 
transfer some trait to a violet that might be 
interesting to keep. But you can work in paral- 
lel with several traits as long as you have 
enough patience and space. 


Konstantin is clearly a mathematician. | told 
him an anecdote on this topic. A woman 
comes to the atelier and asks him to sew her 
a nightgown 100 feet long. To the perplexed 
question of the tailor of why she needs some- 
thing so exotic, the woman answers that her 
husband is a mathematician and constantly 
says that he is not interested in the result, but 
in the search process. 


In the process of searching, Konstantin gets a 
huge number of seedlings. On Mondays, on 
the way from Tver to work, Konstantin delivers 
these seedlings to the Violet House. There are 
100 or more every week. These seedlings, like 
violets without a name, are sold quite cheaply. 
In this regard, a situation has long arisen 
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where the most interesting seedlings are pre- 
served, propagated and named by AV lovers. 


The authorship of these varieties was ques- 
tionable, since Konstantin does not consider 
these violets to be his. Over time, we found a 
way out. We proposed introducing the prefix 
SM (Seedling of Morev) for such varieties. It 
seems to me that this decision has satisfied 
everyone. Fans of violets get new and inter- 
esting varieties, which are an intermediate 
result for Konstantin, while there is no ques- 
tion about the authorship of the variety. There 
was a concern that many amateurs gave the 
plants names but did not always check the 
repeatability of the variety or other important 
qualities, such as the quality of the peduncles 
and rosettes. 


About a year and a half ago, at the congress 
of hybridizers, Lyudmila Pak asked the House 
of Violets to help her. She wanted to take a 
more professional approach to the selection 
of Konstantin’s seedlings and select only 
those that are really worthy of becoming SM 
varieties. Since then, this work has been 
underway. When Konstantin brings each batch 
of seedlings to the Violet House, the workers 
look through them and leave the most inter- 
esting ones for Lyudmila. Currently, Lyudmila 
grows and checks only four seedlings from 
each group. 


My wife Tatiana and | hope that Konstantin’s 
work will begin to more broadly benefit the 
wider AV world. | would advise Konstantin to 
follow the example of Boris to start transfer- 
ring his achievements to other hybridizers, 
possibly by setting them certain tasks. Then 
Konstantin can continue to solve the genetic 
puzzles interesting to him, and the hybridizers 
working with him can make new varieties 
based on the templates he receives. Is such a 
variant of cooperation between hybridizers 
possible? | would like to believe it is. 


Rozovaia Pantera, Seedling 22 and Seedling 23 
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The Results Are In: 
Post-Convention Survey 


Email: convention @avsa.org 


A very sincere thank you to everyone 
who responded to the survey sent out after 
the 2023 National Convention. Ninety-three 
people responded (a rate of 57.8%) and 
helped us understand which functions are 
best attended and why to determine if/what 
changes should be made. 


Overall, 91% were satisfied/very satisfied with 
their overall experience. They most enjoyed 
seeing new introductions, the stream-lined 
announcement format of the awards, having 
Luncheon Auction items on the big screen, 
the presentation topics and the hands-on 
design class. 


Feedback for potential changes included: 
eSome functions happen concurrently, so 
members are not able to attend all desired 
functions. 

eTicket collection at functions is inconsistent. 
eLuncheon Auction is too long and needs 
better items. 

eConfusion on the breakfast versus the busi- 
ness portion of the Judges Breakfast. 
elnstallation Banquet took too long. 

eMore commercial suppliers wanted. 
eWebsite and registration process need to 
be simplified and more user friendly. 
eHotel location was a safety concern. 
ePaying for hotel parking. 

eRising costs for functions. 


The Executive Committee has already begun 
working on changes. Some things are easier 
than others. Putting on a national convention 
takes people and money — that’s no surprise. 


What may surprise you are the financial 
commitments AVSA takes on to provide that 
week of fun and activities. 


To obtain hotel convention space, AVSA 
makes a contractual financial commitment to 
a minimum number of room nights and a 
food and beverage minimum. Here’s how 
members can impact those commitments: 
eMembers are encouraged to stay at the 
hotel to meet the minimum commitment of 
room nights. If this isn’t met, AVSA pays 
the difference between the minimum com- 
mitment and what was contributed by 
member rooms. Room nights are where the 
hotel makes its money. 

eThe conference space used for our func- 
tions, like the showroom and sales room, 
are free only if we meet a food and bever- 
age minimum. If we don’t, AVSA pays the 
difference. Members attending the functions 
with meals help a great deal to offset the 
food and beverage minimum. 


In addition to the financial aspect, here are a 
few other updates: 

eThe Judges Breakfast and meeting portion 
will require tickets but the Affiliate Breakfast 
meeting portion will not. Rationale: The 
Judges Breakfast is for the benefit and edu- 
cation of those who choose to be judges or 
are interested in becoming judges. The intent 
of the meeting portion of the Affiliate Break- 
fast is to support, encourage and help all 
affiliates enhance and increase membership. 
Note: Both the Judges Breakfast and Affiliate 
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Breakfast functions are open to all convention 
attendees. 

eTickets to functions will be collected at the 
entry doors. 

eThe Convention Committee is reviewing the 
schedule to see if function conflicts can be 
resolved. 

eWe are keeping issues such as parking, 
safety and amenities in mind when consid- 
ering future hotel locations. 

eAll other feedback is under review for poten- 
tial improvements. 


Preview of 2024 


One of the most valuable and appreciated 
contributions you can make is to come to 
convention and have fun with your violet 
family. Come early or extend your time at 
the hotel and enjoy the surrounding area. 
Sharing a meal with friends warms the 
heart and soul, so attend those breakfast, 
lunch and dinner functions together. 


If you have additional feedback, please send 
an email to convention@avsa.org. 


Convention Presentations 


By Candace Baldwin 


Email: conventionchair @avsa.org 


Here’s a sneak preview of a few of the 
exciting talks planned for Phoenix the week 
of April 21 to 28. 


Zeroing in on the Importance of 
Nutrients in Fertilizers 

Dr. Jeff Smith 

A common method of studying the effect 
of a fertilizer nutrient on plant growth is to 
remove one element at a time, observe 
the effect on the plant and link the cause 
and effect relationships. Such a study had not 
been done on African violets until recently. 
This presentation will share the results of 
nutrient deficiency experiments on rooting 
plantlets, rooting leaf cuttings and the 
regrowth of regenerating adult plants. The 
presentation will provide picture guides of 
what happens when one element is 
removed from a fertilizer solution, allowing 


any grower to better diagnose nutrient 
deficiency problems. 


Lighting ... The Basics and 

Facts About LEDs 

Bruce Williams 

You often hear the term “T8 or T12” when 
referring to light bulbs. What does that 
mean? Do you know the difference between 
fluorescent lights and LEDs? And what 
makes up an LED light? This “layman man’s” 
presentation explains terms that many may 
not know and gives some of the answers 
about why you might consider converting 
to LED lights. 


Why Did My Violet Die? 

Joyce Stork 

Joyce was part of a violet business for 
many years in Nebraska. Customers often 
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brought in their struggling violets to have 
them diagnosed. Joyce created an “inten- 
sive care” shelf unit for those violets and, 
as a result, she learned much about the 
mistakes and problems ordinary growers 


have. Even better, she learned how to cure 
most of them. Learn how to rescue your 
violets the next time... before they die! 
Bring your questions as a Q&A period will 
follow the presentation. 


AVSA 2024 Phoenix 
Convention Souvenir Book Ads 


By Candace Baldwin 


Email: conventionchair @avsa.org 


This year’s AVSA National Convention will 
be held in Phoenix, Arizona, from April 21 to 
28. The theme is “Spirit of the Southwest.” 


We invite you to advertise in our Convention 
Souvenir Book. Ads can be well wishes 
or advertising. Ads are an excellent way to 
promote your organization or business. 


The size of a full-page ad is 8 inches high by 
5 inches wide. The cost is $110. A half-page 
is 4 inches high by 5 inches wide and costs 
$70. A quarter-page is 2 inches high by 5 
inches wide. The rate is $40. All inside ads 
will be black and white. 


We also offer three full-page ads on the 
inside front cover, inside back cover and out- 
side back cover for $145 if printed in black 
and white or $175 if printed in color. Only 
cover pages can be in color. 


To purchase an ad, contact Janet Castiglione, 
Souvenir Book Chair, at jmcvioletcas@gmail. 
com. 


The deadline for all ads is March 22. Camera- 
ready copy is preferred (PDF, Word doc or 
JPEG file). Ads can be purchased by check 
or money order (USD only) or Zelle trans- 
action. Make checks or money orders payable 
to CSAVC and send to: 
Bill Patterson 
Phoenix Convention Treasurer 
14645 N. 30th Dr. 
Phoenix, AZ 85053 


For Zelle transactions, use copperstateavc@ 
gmail.com. 


Thank you in advance for your support! 
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SAVE THE DATE! 


AT a 
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2024 Convention Awards 


By Terri Post 


Email: awards @avsa.org 


| am your new Awards Chair, and | want 
to say thank you for your support during the 
previous Atlanta Convention Show. 


| would also like to thank all those individuals, 
clubs, councils and Commercials who have 
already given so generously for the 2024 
Phoenix Convention. It is your generosity that 
makes the show so special and gives the 
winners that extra incentive to show every 
year. 


Please send your check or money order to: 


AVSA Office, Awards 
P.O. Box 22417 
Beaumont, TX 77720 


The final deadline of March 15 to be listed 
in the Convention Souvenir Book is a little 
earlier this year. Please send those donations 
and convention ads in early to be included in 
the book. 


Listed below are the Designated Award dona- 
tions for the 2024 Phoenix show. Undesig- 
nated donations are encouraged and necessary 
in order to sponsor AVSA awards. 


® Designated Awards — Amateur Division 
$300 Best Holtkamp Collection 

Holtkamp Greenhouses 

Reinhold Holtkamp (TN) 
$200 2nd Best Holtkamp Collection 

Holtkamp Greenhouses 

Reinhold Holtkamp (TN) 
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$100 


$250 


$200 


$100 


$200 


$100 


$200 


$100 


$200 


3rd Best Holtkamp Collection 
Holtkamp Greenhouses 

Reinhold Holtkamp (TN) 

Best Cajun’s Collection 

Dr. Minh Bui (MD) 

Best Robinson Collection 

The Violet Barn 

Dr. Ralph and Olive Robinson (NY) 
2nd Best Robinson Collection 
The Violet Barn 

Dr. Ralph and Olive Robinson (NY) 
Best Russian Collection 

Tatiana and Vladimir Kalgin (Russia) 
2nd Best Russian Collection 
Tatiana and Vladimir Kalgin (Russia) 
Best Lyon’s Collection 

Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses 

Paul Sorano (NY) 

2nd Best Lyon’s Collection 
Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses 

Paul Sorano (NY) 

Best Vintage Collection 

Candace Baldwin (AZ) 


® Designated Awards — 
Amateur Horticulture 


$100 


$100 


$50 


Best Concord 

Kazuo Horikoshi (Japan) 

Best Terrarium 

Terri Post (IA) 

(In Memory of Mary Jo Bradley) 
Best Buckeye Seductress 

Pat Hancock (OH) 
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$50 


$50 


$50 


$30 


$30 


$30 


$30 


$25 


$25 


Best Lakeshore Silver 
Stampede City AVS (Canada) 
(In Memory of John Brownlie) 
Best Bob Serbin 

Stampede City AVS (Canada) 
(In Memory of John Brownlie) 
Best Jitterbug Breathless 
Cincinnati AVS (OH) 

Best Buffalo Hunt 

Missouri Valley AVC (SD) 
Best Handy Dandy 

Adrienne Rieck (IL) 

Best Dish Garden 

Janet Fox (CA) 

Best Terrarium 

Janet Fox (CA) 

Best Cabbage Patch 

Terri Post (IA) 

Best Hunter’s Exit Wound 
Karen Buchanan (TN) 


Photo credit: Elena Nikolaeva 


$20 


$20 


$20 


Best Rodeo Country 

Spring Branch AVC 

Teresa Kaminski (TX) 

Best Saintpaulia Species 
Karyn Cichocki (NJ) 

(In Memory of Barbara Cook) 
Best Miniature African Violet 
Margaret Robinson (TX) 


® Designated Awards — 
Commercial Division 
$300 Best Holtkamp Collection 


Holtkamp Greenhouses 
Reinhold Holtkamp (TN) 


$200 2nd Best Holtkamp Collection 


Holtkamp Greenhouses 
Reinhold Holtkamp (TN) 


$100 3rd Best Holtkamp Collection 


Holtkamp Greenhouses 
Reinhold Holtkamp (TN) 


Sinningia Speciosa 
‘EN-Rubiella’ 
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| In Memory 


John Brownlie 

John Brownlie passed away on September 
25, 2023. One cannot speak of John with- 
out including Doris. They were a team, 
companions on life’s journey. 


John and Doris joined the Lakeshore African 
Violet Society in 1975. | met them in 1990 
when | attended my first African violet meet- 
ing. It didn’t take me long to recognize 
what a wonderful group of people these 
African violet enthusiasts were. They were a 
family and welcomed newcomers. 


Doris and John were educators by profession. 
We had the joy of celebrating their retire- 
ment from teaching in the mid-1990s with 
them at our awards picnic. | remember John 
speaking so fondly of his chess club at the 
school. It was another teaching opportunity 
for him. 


John was a well-recognized and accom- 
plished African violet hybridizer who pro- 
duced beautiful cultivars. To celebrate 
Lakeshore’s 25th anniversary in 1995, John 
honored the society by creating a beautiful 
semiminiature African violet, ‘Lakeshore 
Silver’, with pale pink flowers over variegated 
foliage. 


Hybridizing doesn’t occur just by happen- 
stance. It requires a working knowledge of 
plant physiology, patience and dedication. 
The science of creating new and more 
beautiful plants can be seen in the many 
exceptional plants John hybridized. Many of 


his plants are grown, entered in shows and 
winning awards today. 


John loved sharing his knowledge about 
African violets. Whether you were a novice 
or a seasoned grower, John always offered 
good and relevant information. This was 
quite evident at their sales table during 
our shows. He enjoyed answering questions 
and talking about these beautiful plants. 
He was occasionally one of our speakers 
at our monthly meetings. 


In June and December, we celebrate with a 
potluck dinner and auction. John was our 
famous auctioneer. He kept us entertained 
as he skillfully raised the prices on the 
items up for bid. | think sometimes we 
outbid ourselves, but that was all in good 
fun. When auctioning an African violet, he 
almost always knew its genealogy and 
would share that information. It was a 
great evening for all. 


Our club members make our own soil. We 
often produce 150+ large bags over the two 
days. John and Doris were instrumental in 
obtaining the ingredients and organizing this 
event. 


John and Doris traveled extensively across 
Canada and into the U.S. attending AV con- 
ventions. They were commercial growers for 
many years. At conventions, they’d set up a 
display of their beautiful plants and some- 
times won awards for the best displays. 
Over the years, they developed long-lasting 
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friendships with growers and_hybridizers 
alike, not only in North America but in many 
countries around the world. They were true 
ambassadors for our beloved hobby. —Vivian 
Beeching 


James A. Wildman, Jr. 
James A. Wildman Jr. of Syracuse, New York, 
passed away on September 23, 2023. Jim 


had two passions — animals and gardening. 
A lover of horticulture since high school, he 
shared his knowledge widely. Over the 
course of his 50-year membership in the 
African Violet & Gesneriad Society of 
Syracuse, New York, he served as Show 
Chairman, Treasurer and President. 


MT-Filosofiia 
Momenta 


2023 New Introduction 
Hybridized by: M. Totieva 
Standard 


Photo credit: Marina Totieva 
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Fund Reports for 
September/October 2023 


By Randy G. Deutsch and Janet Riemer 


Email: fundraising @avsa.org 


Anne & Frank Tinari Booster Donations: $2,594 
Endowment Fund: $1,122 Booster Donations support AVSA’s ongoing 
The Anne & Frank Tinari Endowment Fund general expenses. 


supports the long-term stability of the Society. H $1,000 to $1099 
; (0) 


§ $400 to $499 Vivian Hiltz, Kensington, CT 
Union County Chapter AVS, NJ 


§ $100 to $199 
& $200 to $299 Jeri Anderson, Tucson, AZ 
Loveland Sweetheart Violettes, CO Mary Lou Harden, Seffner, FL 
Carolyn Meyers, Broomfield, CO 
Mi $100 to $199 Tampa AVS, FL 


Evening AVC of Des Moines, IA 
(In memory of Vickie Seley) 
Michigan State AVS, MI © $50 to $99 
Erin Charles, Flower Mound, TX 


(In memory of Jere Trigg) 


& $50 to $99 
Black Oak Violets, Paradise, PA § $25 to $49 
Albuquerque AVC, NM 
Mi $25 to $49 . Ore. (In lieu of speaker fee for Glenda Williams) 
AVS of Springfield, Springfield, PA Sara Beckwith, Bellevue, WA 
@ Under $25 Black Oak Violets, Paradise, PA 
Sharon Lynch, High Point, NC Marge Farrand, Ann Arbor, MI 
Vivian Bickley, Fort Wayne, IN North Texas AV Judges Council, TX 
Gail Podany, Minnetonka, MN (In memory of Berta De Leon) 
John Novak, Solvang, CA Carolyn Walker, Southaven, MS 
Vanessa Castleberry, Waco, TX ™ Under $25 
Barbara Burde Endowment Fund: $355 JoEllen Bowden, Albuquerque, NM 
The Barbara Burde Endowment Fund supports Vanessa Castleberry, Waco, TX 
the society’s long-term needs in technology. Patricia De La Torre, Spring, TX 
Carol Dunbar, Mount Vernon, MO 
§ $200 to $299 Julie Hamilton, Loomis, CA 
Loveland Sweetheart Violettes, co Joanne Hammaren, Las Vegas, NV 
& $50 to $99 Donna Hunt, Southlake, TX 


Patty Lawler, British Columbia, Canada 
Maria Mueller, Aptos, CA 
Scott Muir, Corryton, TN 


Black Oak Violets, Paradise, PA 
Jill Stern, Deer Park, NY 


® Under $25 Kevin Nobles, Pflugerville, TX 
Gail Podany, Minnetonka, MN John Novak, Solvang, CA 
John Novak, Solvang, CA Gail Podany, Minnetonka, MN 
Vanessa Castleberry, Waco, TX Sandi Soto, Tampa, FL 
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Lori Venta, Trenton, NJ 
Virginia Wilson, San Diego, CA 
DeeDee Worthing, Walnut Creek, CA 


Boyce Edens Research Fund: $598 
The Boyce Edens Research Fund supports 
research and scholarships. 


§ $200 to $299 
Loveland Sweetheart Violettes, CO 


§ $100 to $199 
Windsor AVS, CT 
(In memory of Nancy G. Hayes) 


BH $50 to $99 
Central Arkansas AVS, AR 

(In lieu of travel for Michael Jackson) 
Virginia Scarbrough, Spotsylvania, VA 
Jill Stern, Deer Park, NY 


@ $25 to $49 
AVC of Greater Atlanta, GA 
Susan Schneider, Milwaukee, WI 


® Under $25 

Gail Podany, Minnetonka, MN 
John Novak, Solvang, CA 
Vanessa Castleberry, Waco, TX 


“Perfectly Pittman” Video 


This video chronicles the multiple hybrids, 
growing techniques, growing spaces and 


AVSA involvement of Hortense and Ray Pittman. 


Jolly Orchid 


Available in the 
AVSA Store. 

DVD and Thumbdrive 
format $20 
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EK-Taiga 


2023 New Introduction 
Hybridized by: E. Korshunova 
Standard 
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Photo credit: Elena Korshunova 
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APPLICATION TO JOIN 
The African Violet Society of America, Inc. Patrican 
P.O. Box 22417, Beaumont, Texas 77720 Violet 
409-839-4725 « office@avsa.org veal 
www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org Hikes 
CNewMember [Renewal Membership # 


Membership runs one year from the date paid and includes 
six issues of the African Violet Magazine. Dues are not refundable. 


CH Individual Membership USA ($40) 
OD Individual Digital Membership (Global) USA and International ($32) 
0 Associate Member ($20.50) 
(Must reside with an AVSA member, no magazine included) 
1 International Individual, Canada and Mexico ($60) 
1 International Individual, other than Canada and Mexico ($70) 
O Commercial, Global ($57.50) 
OH Affiliate Chapter, all levels, USA ($40) 
DH Affiliate Chapter, all levels, Canada and Mexico ($60) 
DH Affiliate Chapter, International other than Canada and Mexico ($60) 
C1 Library ($40) 
0 Life Member USA ($1,600) 
0 Life Member Canada and Mexico ($1,800) 
0 Life Member International ($2,000) 


Please print neatly below or apply online at www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org/membership 


Date. 
Name Membership 


Mailing Address runs one year 
City from the date paid 
State i Country. and includes six 
Email Address issues of the 

Phone Number. African Violet 
VISA/MC accepted; or make your check payable to AVSA, Inc. Magazine. 

Credit Card # Exp. Date. 

CVV2 Security Code # (last three digits on back of the card) 


Signature 
International applicants not using credit card may pay in US dollars with a draft or check on a USA bank. 
International Postal money orders accepted. Paypal is available with online application. 


Were you encouraged to join AVSA by a particular individual, vendor or group? 
If so, please enter their name here: 


AVSA DONATIONS 


Please indicate the amount of your donation in the blank. 
AVSA is a 501(c)3 organization. 


Booster (general, ongoing expenses of AVSA) B@ R 
Boyce Research Edens (research & scholarships) = 
Barbara Burde Endowment Fund (long-term technology) Merer ucerd beens belfer time to bea Booster 


Anne & Frank Tinari Endowment Fund (long-term stability of AVSA) 
Special instructions: 


OZLLL Sexe! uOWNeag ‘J THZZ XOg ‘O'd * DIO VSAY 0} WINaY 


TOTAL DONATION: $. 
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PAtricon 
Violet 
Society of 
America 


ORDERED BY: (Please Print): 


Address (Include Street Address for UPS): 


City, State or Country, Zip: 


MEMBERSHIP No.: 


Make your check payable to AVSA, Inc. 

VISA/MC accepted on purchases over $25 (on phone 
orders only); or Paypal payments are accepted with 
online orders. 


CREDIT CARD INFORMATION 
CCA: 


ORDER FORM 


The African Violet Society of America, Inc. 


Orders may be mailed using this form, by phone, or placed online. 


Item: Pricing: Member/Public 


MASTER VARIETY LISTS (MVLs) 
138 NEW MVL #16 (2020) 
415 First Class 2 Update Online (1 year) 


CULTURE FOLDERS 
106 Regular version (per 100) 


BOOKS/PUBLICATIONS 

302 Growers & Judges Handbook (2022) 40.00/80.00 ____ 
436 Growing To Show (08) 20.50/32.00____ 
YOU CAN Grow African Violets by Kent & Joyce Stork . .20.50/24.50___ 
413 Insect & Mite Pests of African Violets 20.00/30.00 ____ 
513 2022 AVSA Calendar’ ».2 30 0.ksincdazaindeeses cia vardednan 5.00_ 
515 2024 AVSA Calendar 

AVM Back Issues 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Exp. Date: 


CVV2 Code: 


109 Show Entry Tags (per 100) 
121 AVSA Neck Wallet 2.0.0.0... 0.00 cece eee cece een neces 7.00 
128. Eyeglass Cleaner sssi3-s0 ccd osisdsepeaeseves ates cena ais 3.00_ 


(3 digit # on back of card) 
Signature: 


CD ROMS (FOR COMPUTERS) 

213 CD African Violet Troubles 

214 CD Judging Gesneriads 

215 CD The Pittman Way Of Growing Violets 


INTERNATIONAL CUSTOMERS not using credit card 
must pay in US dollars with a draft or check ona 
USA bank. 


$25 service charge on all returned checks. 


10.00/15.00____ 
10.00/15.00____ 
10.00/15.00 ___ 


DVD 

218 DVD African Violet Trailers (Bev Promersberger) 15.00/20.00____ 
219 DVD Understanding The African Violet Species (2 DVD Set) ... .15.00/20.00__ 
221 DVD Growing Violet Trailers (Bill Price) 15.00/20.00____ 
222 DVD Species To Spectacular (Pat Hancock) 15.00/20.00 ___ 
226 DVD Meet the Commercials 15.00/20.00 ____ 
227 DVD Violets Dance Across Texas 2013 15.00/20.00____ 
228 DVD Violet Pickin’ In Tennessee 2014 15.00/20.00 ____ 
229 DVD Violets Love KC Jazz, Blues and BBQ 2015 15.00/20.00 ____ 
—————. 230 DVD Violets Color The Land Of Enchantment 2016 .... 15.00/20.00 ____ 
230 TD Violets Color The Land Of Enchantment 2016 (Thumb Drive) . .15.00/20.00 ___ 
231 TD AVSA Convention Programs 15.00/20.00____ 
231 DVD AVSA Convention Programs, ...44.c4 cic ecen cere ee cease 15.00/20.00____ 
232 TD Gateway to the Tropics 2017 15.00/20.00 __ 
232 DVD Gateway to the Tropics 2017 15.00/20.00 ____ 
233 DVD Perfectly Pittman DVD 15.00/20.00 ____ 
233 TD Perfectly Pittman Thumbdrive 15.00/20.00 ____ 


Please allow 2-4 weeks for delivery in 
the USA; 2-3 months outside the US by 
surface mail. Prices do not include 
flat-rate shipping and handling fee. 


Flat-rate shipping/handling charge 

on all orders except downloads. 
USA-$5.00, Canada and Mexico-$10.00 
and International-$15.00 


SUB TOTAL: 


SHIPPING: 
Texas residents 


must add sales tax TAX: 


TOTAL: 


AVSA JEWELRY 

SOth- Anniversary Pin. fxd anaes oP dade deems ind menh bal adie ced oes 5.00 
75th Anniversary Pin a cs.is.issiiicsniws her diioaserderereeehecaeacanesad 6.00 
Virtial ConventionsPin’. «oa: Veteiwerd aha R ASE RRNAE RES TEES ED BRASS 5.00 


Return to AVSA Office » P.O. Box 22417, Beaumont, Texas 77720 


P.O. Box 22417, Beaumont, Texas 77720 
409-839-4725 « office@avsa.org 
www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org 
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ND-Lizon’ka 


2023 New Introduction 
Hybridized by: N. Danilova-Suvorova 
Standard 


Photo credit: Natalia Danilova-Suvorova 
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Membership includes: Welcome package for new members; Quarterly issues of Gesneriads, 
the Journal for Gesneriad Growers; access to the Seed Fund; downloadable PDF copies of the journal 
Bob Clark, Dept. AV 


1122 East Pike St, PMB 637 
Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA 


Individual 1 year $25, 3 years $70 ($30,$85 outside US) 


Family 


1 year $26, 3 years $73 ($31,$88 outside US) 


Green option (PDF only) 1 year $20, 3 years $55 
neriads.org 


Visit us at: www.ges 


Orchids. Exotic, long-lasting 
flowers steeped in mystery. 


/ Fornearly 100 years the 
American Orchid Society 
has been the premier 
resource for infor- 
mation about orchids 
and their culture. Each 
month ORCHIDS magazine 
brings you articles on featured 
orchids and how to grow them. 
AOS members can attend 
monthly online webinars 
for hands-on learning. 
The aes has 
so much to 
why not in bln 
Visit www.aos.org. 


American Orchid Society 
Romane (emma, Soest 


For more information visit www.avse.ca 
or contact Laurel Goretsky at: 


32 Scimitar Point NW Phone: (403) 241-8300 
Calgary AB T3L2B2 Email: laurel@goretsky.ca 


AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY OF CANADA 
Join AVSC & become a part of an international petwions 
eabens will receive Chatter, our Q 


Pinca Membership: 1 year $20.00, 2 year $37.50, 3 year $55.00. 
Family, USA & International Memberships Available. 


Your Ad Could Go Here 


If you sell products African violet 
hobby growers or hybridizers 
might use, place your ad in 
African Violet Magazine. 
AVSA Commercial members 
receive a discounted rate for ads 
and a listing with links on 
our website, plus other 
special promotions in the 
magazine and online. 


Contact Richard Craft, 
AVSA Advertising Chair, at 
advertising@avsa.org for more 
information. We hope to see your 
ad here in the next issue! 


of growers 
Magazine 
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Enchanted Gardens 
Heidi Dillenbeck 
1097 Darby Hill Rd * Delanson, NY 12053 ¢ (518) 895-6054 
heidisviolets@ gmail.com 
www.enchantedgardensplantsupplies.com/ 


Plastic pots - 14" to 8" (round-square-pan) Oyama Pots 


Wick water reservoirs 
Permanest Trays ¢ 3" and 6" Clear Domes Labels 
Leaf Support Rings (6"-9"-13") Fertilizers 
Accessories: Sucker pluckers ¢ brushes ¢ scissors * tweezers 
and much more ... 


For catalog: pdf — send email or for printed catalog send me a note 


African Violets 


JoS ' 
Violets Petrocosmeas | 
Primulinas 


WWW JOS violets cont 
(361) 575-1344 


and More | Dave's (Qiolets = LPP 


Email en Sinningia Heaven - Home of the Ozark series 


"It's a sin not to own a sinningia" 


Glenda's House of Violets 


Offering one-stop-shopping for gardening supplies to meet the 

special needs of the African Violet growing community! 

Nursery pots, special soil blends, plant grooming tools, other 

specialized items to help you grow those big, beautiful plants! g1z9eni9i8 


Glenda Williams ambrosiaviolets@gmail.com 


829 Old Highway 20, Unit B wevew.ghviolets.com 
McDade, TX 78650-5265 www facebook.com/ambrosiaviolets 
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a | »abuwnm 
lyndon Lyon 


pnhhouses, Inc. 
PO Box 249 Dolgeville, NY 13329 
14 Mutchler Street (for GPS users) 


1 yo 


S ' 


ere Ihe 


Quality hybrids since 1954 


African Violets, Aeschynanthus, 
Primulinas, Codonanthe, 
Columneas, Episcias, Kohlerias, 
Nematanthus, Orchids, 
Petrocosmeas, Rex Begonias, 
Streptocarpus, other assorted 
Gesneriads, and SO much more! 


Our greenhouses are open year round. 
No appointments necessary! 


Call for hours! Phone (315) 429 8291 


PHYSAN 20™ Controls 
African Violet 
Pathogens 


e Controls algae on mats, wicks, reservoirs, 
trays, pots, benches, and work surfaces. 
e Controls damping off on seedlings 
and plants. 
e Controls crown rot, powdery 
mildew, botrytis. 
e Controls diseases spread by 
disinfecting tools. 


Let those pesky visitors know they’re 
not wanted. Take control with 
PHYSAN 20. 


Maril Products 
15421 Red Hill Ave., Ste D 
Tustin, CA 92780 
714-544-7711 
www.physan.com 


AVAILABLE IN THE AVSA STORE 


HOWst0 GROW IERIZES WINNING 


ing, 


9 


by Pauline Bartholomew and The Aiiicen Viole Society er Ameice, Inc. 


Kevised 2008 


60 African Violet Magazine e January-February 2024 


VioletSupply.com 


Arcadia~ African Violet Mix 


High quality blend of 
sphagnum, vermiculite, coir 


and hydrocks. 


“Wick Mix” also available. 
Contact Us for a FREE CATALOG 


440-357- 0022 
www.VioletSupply.com 


——. y 
y since)1975! AVSA Office Hours 


Proudly made entirely in the U.S.A. 


y SF as Sle ed tied Monday a Thursday 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm 


ite 5 
51-3014 
en | 
punts welcome. 


PE alae Rolling Ridge Rosettes 


Available in Several Sizes: 


Formerly Jan's Workshop 


Elmer Godeny, Owner 


918-804-7308 
email: RollingRidgeRosettes@gmail.com 


Micro Mini - Mini - Medium + Large 


Safely shipping to satisfied customers 
world-wide since 1985! 


Looking for African violets? We have them! 


oS 


Over 30,000 plants in our shop, barn, and greenroom 


Catalog, care tips, how to’ lessons, and more, at 


the ile arn www.violetbarn.com 


Exhibitor, collector, or hobbyist? We have plants for everyone. 


' Hundreds of varieties, including our award winning “Rob’s” and “Ma’s” varieties. 
At left: one of our ‘Ma’s’ standard varieties grown by Alexandra Kravtsov 


® A large selection of chimeras, Saintpaulia species, and our popular trailing varieties! 
Plus, the latest hybrids from Russia and Ukraine 


/ View the website for a full listing and our “Seller’s choice” specials. 


We also grow a huge selection of other’ gesneriads! 


We’re famous for our ‘Bristol’ streptocarpus hybrids 
Compact, often double flowered, some scented! 


Many more, including latest Polish and 
Russian varieties 


And more! like Episcias (above right) 


' Huge listing of Kohleria (far left) and 
gesneriads for baskets, like Columnea 


Adorable miniature gesneriads for 
small containers and terrariums! 


We are also the source for miniature container and terrarium plants. These are truly miniature plants. 
View the website for an extensive listing and for our “Seller's choice” specials. 


Shipping: April 15-October 31 via USPS priority mail 
We ship in winter! By express mail only. Visit website for details and pricing. 
We ship anywhere (internationally), anytime - safe delivery guaranteed! 


If you see it, we have it, if you order it, you get it — no substitutes! Orders shipped next week. 


Subscribe to our e-newsletter, VioletsFun’ — growing tips, latest varieties, coupons, and more! 
You can also find us on ‘Facebook’ (www.facebook.com/africanviolets) and on ‘Pinterest. 


Dr. Ralph (Rob) & Olive Ma Robinson, owners Phone: 585-374-8592 Fax: 585-374-6947 
PO Box 9, Naples, NY 14512 Phone orders Monday-Saturday 12-5 pm, web orders anytime 


